Newsletter 2 2020-2021
15th September 2020
Dear parents and carers
A great start!
It has been a great start to the term at South Grove! The children have been
amazing, settling back into school so well, enjoying learning and playing with their
friends. It has been a pleasure and getting to know our new families in Early Years
and welcoming them into the South Grove community. We cannot wait to see our
remaining Reception children and all those joining Nursery.
Keeping safe
Thank you so much for your co-operation and support as we implement the
necessary measures for a safe return to school.
Thank you for your support with the social distancing protocols and systems that
have been put in place. We are all settling into the new routines which are in
constant review. On Monday, the new government restrictions came into force,
limiting social gatherings of up to six people from different households. It will apply
both indoors and outdoors, and to all ages.
Whilst, schools and workplaces are exempt from these restrictions, it is very
important that we try as much as possible to maintain social distancing. At
the beginning and the end of the school day, please do not linger to talk
with other parents at the school gates, line up as requested, and socially
distance from other parents and children. Parents can drop their children at
the gate and say goodbye promptly. A member of staff will supervise the
children with lining up. Also, please ensure you are on time for your
designated drop off or pick up. Can parents ensure that they line up behind the allocated class
signs and not stand at the side, and wait for the teacher to call your child’s name. We all need to
work together to stop the spread of the virus and protect each other.
We understand, at the moment, this will be slightly different as we settle EYFS Reception and Nursery
pupils in over the next week or so, but the expectation will be that parents do drop-off at the
designated areas and leave the premises promptly.
Keeping connected – Virtual whole school assemblies
The children have been creating their new class charters; learning
about the rights of the child and South Grove Values. We are finding
ways to keep safe yet stay connected via the beginning of virtual
assemblies. These will begin shortly.
Our new virtual, online assemblies will be brilliant at helping us to
achieve this goal! Every class will be able to join the assembly and see South Grove children across
the school! These will be so important to unite us as a school so that we can learn together and
celebrate our achievements. Our Star of the Week virtual assemblies will also continue to take place
weekly, starting next week.

Curriculum and Extra-Curricular Information
All parents and carers will receive a Curriculum Overview regarding the Year Group Curriculum and learning
for the Half-Term. This will inform parents of the work the children will be covering and how they can help at
home.
Extra-Curricular information
There will be a letter coming out about this term’s After School Clubs in the
next couple of days. Unfortunately we are unable to offer the full range this
term due to government guidelines and the Covid situation. We are able to
offer one extra-curricular activity after school for each Year Team Bubble
This will be on a first-come, first served basis
Who’s Who?
As a school we aim to continue our close partnership with parents
and are pleased to share our Senior Leadership Team. You have
opportunity to meet the team at the beginning and end of the
school day when we are out on duty supervising the beginning and end of the day.
Senior leadership Team:
7
1. Julie Maltwood – Head Teacher
2. Tanya Spain – Deputy Head Teacher
3. Angela Rice – EYFS Phase Leader
4. Laura Fowler – KS1 Phase Leader
5. Amarjit Sandhu-Hanif – LKS2 Phase Leader
6. Faye McCarthy – UKS2 Phase Leader
7. Brigid Montgomery – Extended School’s
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Leader, Attendance and Safeguarding Leader
8. Jazz Ali – School Business Manager

Middle Leadership Team:
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9. Sam Baker – Art and Design Leader
10. Tugce Bolulu – Music and Performing Arts Leader
11. Lauren Carvell – IPC and RE Leader
12. Caitlin Diniz-Wood – Science and Environmental Studies Lead
13. Sally Lovell-Young – PE, Sports and PSHCE Leader
11
14. Charlotte Marable – Computing Leader
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Welcome NEW STAFF!
We welcome Jazz Ali to our Senior Leadership Team as School
Business Manager. She brings with her experience of working as a
school Business Manager, and finance officer. If parents need to
contact her please ring the school office and press 2.
Jade Purcell joins us as an Early Years Practitioner. She is joining our Nursery Team.
Jade has a wealth of experience working in an early years nursery setting.

Tugce Bolulu joins us as our new Music and Arts Performing
Leader. She is busy planning her exciting music lessons for the
children.
I am sure that you will make our new teachers and support staff welcome; they are keen to get to
know you and the South Grove community.

Connecting communities
This pandemic has separated many of us from friends and family. This is a time to
come back together safely; to learn, re-connect and recover together. It is an
opportunity to reflect and allow a chance for change. Connecting our community
together again has never been so important. We are a Silver Rights Respecting
School, (looking to gain Gold this year), the children will be focusing on the rights of the child and
developing their understanding of respect and empathy for others during this challenging times.
We will be connecting our community this term through whole school projects
such as celebrating Harvest Festival, the UN’s 75th birthday, Black History
Season and continuing links with the Kenyon Project.

ONLINE PAYMENTS AND PARENT PAY
We would like parents and carers to use our online Parent Pay payment service.
This allows you to pay for your child’s school meals and after school clubs
online. We also use it to send texts and emails so it is very important that you
sign up. If you haven’t signed up for this free service, please ask a member of the office team to issue you with
your new account details.
The school has been moved to a cashless payment system for some time. No cash will be accepted in the
main office and all payments must be completed online via the Parent Pay Portal. Please ensure that your
child’s meals account is in credit each week, month.
Letters and other important documents will continue to be sent home via email. If the school does not have
your correct email address, please ensure you let the office know as soon as possible. It is essential that we
have this information in order to ensure you receive all school communications.
Consent letters for trips and various other events will also be sent home via Parent Pay, therefore we must
have a correct email address on the school system.

COVID-19 – health issues and attendance
Thank you for keeping us informed regarding attendance at school. Communication is
key for keeping everyone safe.
We are in such unusual times and it may seem difficult to know the right thing to do.
We were pleased to see around 94% of our pupils return to school last week and they
settled into the new systems and ways of working with ease.
However, having everyone back together again seems to have caused a sudden jump in the amount of colds around
the building. This is not entirely unexpected as this is the first time we have been a part of larger groups in a really
long time.
It’s almost like starting school all over again – we’ll all have to re-acclimatise. The COVID measures we have in
place are specifically for COVID.
This means that if your child has a cold, they should still come to school just like they would have last year. If your
child has symptoms that point to a cold, they can still come to school. These could be a blocked or runny nose,
sneezing and/or itchy eyes.
If you or anyone in your household has COVID symptoms, please do not
bring your child to school or come onto the school site. COVID
symptoms are: a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; a loss of,
or change to, your sense of smell or taste.

If your child or anyone in your household has any of these symptoms, you should only leave your house to get a test
which you should do as soon as possible. In order to get a test, you can call 111 or 119 or contact them online
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
*Please note that if you inform us that your child has COVID symptoms, we will expect you to have them tested
before they return to school. The school requires parents and carers to send the e-mail confirmation of a positive
or negative test to school, so that the school can mark the child absent in the appropriate way if
the test is positive. If negative the expectation is that the child will return to school.
Thank you for supporting us to get our children back into their school routines as well as
keeping everyone safe

pe lessons
Our pupils have been learning and practising through games the 3
PE Rules for this academic year. BE SAFE, HAVE FUN and
LEARN. The children will need to learn to work really hard to keep
themselves safe while taking part in PE.
Every class will have two PE sessions a week led by Mr Faal and
their own class teacher. Children are now wearing their PE Kits and
trainers/plimsolls on PE Days. It is really important they also have
their water bottle at school each day and take it home at night to be
washed.

PE Timetable
RL
RC
1B
1F
2DM
2D
3SH
3B
4P
4H
5M
5Y
6H
6M
PLM

UNCRC Article for the month

Thursday
Friday
Monday and Friday
Monday and Tuesday
Tuesday and Wednesday
Tuesday and Thursday
Wednesday and Friday
Monday and Wednesday
Monday and Friday
Tuesday and Friday
Thursday and Friday
Wednesday and Thursday
Monday and Wednesday
Tuesday and Thursday
Tuesday

Makaton Buddies
The sign of the week is: friends

Check out the sign of the week on the website –
this is demonstrated by one of our children from
the Special Resourced Provision in PLM
Each week we are going to share a Makaton sign.
It has been a long time since we have been in school and the children will
need to become familiar with these again. We do have a group of Makaton
Buddies so they will be able to help their Year Teams remember.
"friends" - double taps downward

Attendance…. Look out for who is coming…..

Everyone is so glad to be back at school! Next week you will meet our new member at South
Grove. He loves looking out for children and classes who have good attendance and
punctuality. I wonder what child or class will be having him first to sit in on their lessons…..

Key dates for the Autumn term

Thursday 17th September
Tuesday 13th October
w/c 21st September
Friday 23rd October
Sunday 25th October
Monday 2nd November
Thursday 19th November
December 18th December
Monday 4th January
Tuesday 5th January

All Reception start full time
Individual school photos
Clubs start this week
Break up for Half Term
Clocks go back 1hr at 2.00am
School starts
Flu inoculations for Reception – Year 6
Break up for Winter Holiday
STAFF INSET
School starts

Please note, dates and events are subject to change.
Please check the school website for regular calendar updates

Book Amnesty at South Grove
We realise that due to lockdown parents and children were not been able to return library
books and class book before the summer holidays. Please could you return these with
your child as soon as possible to their class where we will isolate the books before
returning them into circulation.
I would be very grateful if families could have a good search at home for any books belonging to South Grove
whether it be library or reading books. I do understand that sometimes books get caught up within home books
and would be very grateful for everyone to check. Let’s see how many we can get back to their rightful place!
Home Reading:
With regard to reading, please ensure you continue to read with your child (at least 4 times
a week, but more would be great!). We ask that you return their Reading Record Book to
school in preparation for planning home reading.
We are currently working out a way that children can still access books to take home and
return safely and will be following up with a letter very soon. This may include virtual reading
as well as physical books.

It is so lovely to see our school full again with smiling children!

With my very best wishes

NEW MENU BELOW
Julie Maltwood
Headteacher

