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Admission to Foundation Stage: Reception
A place in our Nursery Class does not automatically confirm a place in our
Reception Class. A further application must be made, following the Local Authority
Admissions Procedure, directly to the Local Authority.
There is now one point of entry to Reception in September each year. All children
whose 5th birthday is between 1st September and 31st August will be eligible to
start their full time (25 hours) of education in an infants or primary school at the
start of the Autumn Term in September. The principle of the single point of entry is
based on all pupils receiving the same length of education in the Foundation Stage.
If parents are thinking of choosing to defer the start date they should contact the
school to discuss this.

In Year Admissions
Any applications for a school made outside the normal year of entry to the school
must be made directly to the Local Authority. In accordance with their statutory
duty, the Local Authority will be responsible for offering school places to children on
behalf of the Governing Body within their In-Year Co-ordinated Admission Scheme.
For further details relating to the School’s Admission Policy, waiting lists and appeals
against non-admission please go to the Primary Admissions contacts below or use
the school’s website link.
Full details of the Local Authority application process can be obtained from:
T: 0208 496 3000
E: primary.admissions@walthamforest.gov.uk
W: www.southgrove.waltham.sch.uk

Admission Policy
School admissions are the responsibility of the Local Authority. The Governing Body
uses the London Borough of Waltham Forest to administer the admissions from
Reception to Year 6. All places are allocated via the Primary Admissions Team as part
of the Local Authority.

Admission to Foundation Stage: Nursery
Our Nursery provides an under fives activity morning ‘Stay and Play’ each week on
a Tuesday where prospective pupils and their parents/carers are able to come to the
school. This offers the opportunity for the children to experience learning through
play and socialising with other children and adults. It provides parents with the time to
meet with each other. It proves to be a valuable experience.
The school has 40 FTE places in Foundation Nursery (80 part-time places). The
admissions and waiting list is held and run by the school. Parents apply formally for
a place in our Nursery via the School Office. Children can start Nursery in the month
after their third birthday, however there is only one main intake to Nursery which is in
September each year. These places are allocated using similar criteria as Foundation
Stage Reception. There is no right of appeal in relation to Foundation Nursery places.
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Attendance and Punctuality
Within South Grove Primary School we recognise the clear link between good
attendance and social development. We therefore expect all children to attend
school regularly and punctually. The school works closely with an Education
Welfare Officer to support the school and families.

Term Dates
If there is a need for a child to be absent from school due to illness the school
should be contacted on the first day of absence.
Parents/carers must apply for permission for a child’s term time leave of absence
in advance. Other than illness, permission will not be granted after the absence has
been taken. All requests must be made using the designated form and the decision
of the request will be recorded. The school follows Waltham Forest Council’s
Policy of minimum unauthorised absence from school during term time and will
grant a maximum of 3 days authorised absence from school for circumstances
defined as ‘exceptional’ i.e. bereavement of parent, grandparent or sibling; religious
observance; out of school programs such as music, sport etc.
The school operates a non-authorisation policy regarding holiday leave during term
time, and in response to this any unauthorised holiday leave will be referred to the
Education Welfare Officer and lead to a fixed penalty notice.

Safeguarding Children
Within the school we have a responsibility to ensure that children are safe. Any
concerns the school may have about the welfare and safety of any pupil will be dealt
with in line with our Child Protection and Safeguarding procedures. The school has
a duty to report any serious concerns to Social Services. Unless we feel that it could
be harmful to the child we will inform you of this and the reasons why.

The term dates are set annually by the Governors. They are based on the dates
published by Waltham Forest Council. The dates are available prior to the next
academic year. These are posted onto the school’s website and parents will be
informed of these dates as part of the transition into the school. Regular updates of
term dates are supplied through the school’s weekly newsletter.

Complaint Procedure
Within the school we will strive to provide the best we can for the children and all
others involved. However, we know that sometimes there may be issues which
need resolving.
The best way to sort out complaints is usually to talk the issue through with a
teacher or a member of the Senior Leadership Team. We are always available to
discuss any concerns.
However, should you feel that a concern has not been addressed then the school has
a formal Complaint Procedure and information in relation to this can be accessed by
contacting the Main School Office in person, by telephone or by using the Complaint
Procedure Policy from the school’s website.
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Behaviour Expectations

Pastoral Care

Positive, orderly behaviour is essential. Using a positive clear behaviour code and
policy is essential if children are to learn and feel safe and secure within school.
Extensive use of praise and rewards are used to encourage the children to behave
positively. When it comes to poor behaviour, this is dealt with firmly; children have
the right to learn in a safe environment.

Ensuring children feel safe and happy is essential if they are going to attend school
regularly and effectively engage in learning. With excellent pastoral care readily
available, the children will always know who they can talk to with any concerns.

Our general principles in relation to attitudes and behaviour are about respect
for themselves, their learning, each other, and the school environment. Children
will be reminded of the behaviour expectations on a regular basis and through key
messages, identifying expectations that are displayed in classrooms and around the
school. Behaviour is managed with a whole school approach using a ‘Going for Gold’
theme, progressing from green up to silver and then gold with varying consequences
through yellow, orange and then red. Simplified schemes are used for our younger
children and those within the Resourced Provision.
The school is fully committed to working with parents to support children who are
experiencing difficulties with their behaviour. When a child’s behaviour is a concern
then a targeted intervention programme will be developed and implemented and
parents will be required to support this programme.

First Aid and Administration of Medicines
We have a dedicated welfare room fully equipped to provide for children either
when they are taken ill or require first aid. We have a team of trained First Aiders,
with specific Paediatric First Aid qualifications which are regularly updated.
All support staff and Midday Assistants have basic first aid training. We have a
General Welfare Officer who is in charge of our school’s first aid provision.
The school is unable to be responsible for the administration of medicine in school,
with the exception of asthma inhalers and medicine for chronic conditions. Some
children will require an Individual Health Care Plan which will be arranged with the
Inclusion Leader, parent and health care professionals.

Within each Key Stage the children will attend school full-time, and spend most
of their time with the same teaching team and within the same class. From
Year 2 onwards the children are put into suitable ability groups for English and
Mathematics. In this way the staff are able to support and meet the needs of
individual children most effectively. The staff have the opportunity to get to know
the children well and to ensure they are safe, happy and cared for.
Most of the daily contact with parents will be via the class teacher or support staff
who work as part of the team, either through daily contact when dropping off or
collecting children after school.
Parents are encouraged to work in partnership with the teaching staff to ensure a
relationship is built to support the children at the earliest stage of their education.
In addition to the class teaching team some children will receive additional support
from teaching assistants, bilingual assistants, and the Inclusion Leader and SENCo.
We also provided counselling sessions for children who need a trained professional
to talk with.
If parents do have any concerns regarding their child’s welfare or education then
please do not hesitate to contact the class teacher or a member of the Senior
Leadership Team.
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School Meals

School Meals - continued

At lunchtime parents have the option for their children to have a school cooked
lunch, provide a packed lunch or collect them for a home lunch.

For further advice on alternatives for healthy packed lunches please ask for more
information or look on the school’s website.

School lunchtime is a good opportunity for children to socialise with other children,
and therefore the school would encourage parents to consider their choices.

Parents are requested to ensure that their child has a half-term of school packed
lunches or school cooked meals.

School meals are freshly prepared and cooked on the premises. They are
nutritionally balanced and within Government guidelines. Menus are prepared on a
three week cycle.

If children do go home for lunch, parents are requested to pick their child up promptly
and return them to school no earlier than ten minutes before the start of the
afternoon session.

There are a range of choices each day including vegetarian meals, a salad bar and
freshly baked bread. The menus published for parents are available from the School
Office or can be accessed via the website. Particular diets are catered for so do ask.
If you are in receipt of Income Support or Jobseekers Allowance you may be entitled
to apply for Free School Meals. Applications should be made via Waltham Forest
Council Website.
If a packed lunch is your child’s choice then we ask for parents to provide a healthy
balanced packed lunch box. Therefore we request parents to avoid crisps, chocolate
or sweets. Children should not have anything in their packed lunches that contain
nuts of any kind. No sugary or fizzy drinks please, water may be provided from home
or is available at school and this will help to keep them hydrated.
Try to ensure it is as easy as possible for your child to get through their lunch in
the allotted time for example by peeling/chopping fruit in a small plastic tub; buy
fromage frais and yoghurts in handy tubes. Provision of snack pots with various
vegetables, crackers and fruit allow the children to build their own lunch.

Healthy Snacks, Mind and Body
As part of a national free fruit scheme, all the children in the Foundation Stages
and Key Stage 1 receive a piece of fruit or vegetables each break time morning and
afternoon. This can be in the form of apples, tangerines, bananas, pears or tomatoes.
Seasonal snacks will consist of baby cucumbers and strawberries etc.
For Key Stage 2, children are able to buy a healthy snack at break time. The Healthy
Snack trolley usually contains a variety of fresh fruit, fresh juice and packets of raisins.
The children are encouraged to each buy a school water bottle as fresh chilled water is
available within the classrooms and outside.
In line with our drive to develop healthy young children, a breakfast club is provided
for children to attend. Cereal, toast, juice and some hot meals are available as part
of the club and the provision of safe play, and a range of activities including ICT and
board games.
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Uniform
South Grove has a uniform code and we ask for all parents’ cooperation in
maintaining our high standards of school uniform. It gives the children a sense of
identity, belonging and pride within the school. Full details of the school’s uniform
policy can be found on the school’s website.

Shirts

Trousers

Nursery

White polo shirts

Charcoal grey
trousers, jogging
bottoms, skirt
or pinafore
Charcoal Shalwar
Kameez

Girls

White shirts/blouses
White polo shirts

Charcoal grey
trousers, skirt or
pinafore, Charcoal
Shalwar Kameez

Girls Optional
Uniform for Summer

Light purple check dress throughout
the school.

Boys

White shirts
White polo shirts

Boys Optional
Uniform for Summer

Charcoal grey shorts

Charcoal grey
trousers

Top
A choice of:
Sweatshirt
with school
crest*,
Fleece with
school crest*,
Cardigan with
school crest*

Socks
Plain white, grey,
purple socks
or tights

Hair

Scarves

Shoes

Hair fastenings:
Ribbons, braids,
clips, plain
charcoal grey or
purple

Scarves and head
veils must be plain
charcoal grey,
purple or white

Black shoes only
(easy to put on and
take off)

Hair fastenings:
Ribbons, braids,
clips plain charcoal
grey or purple

Scarves and head
veils must be plain
charcoal grey,
purple or white

Black shoes only

PE
Black shorts,
Black jogging
bottoms
(Winter),
Purple T-Shirt
with school
logo*, Black
plimsolls,
Black trainers

Accessories
School book
bags, rucksacks,
PE bags and
water bottles
with the school
crest will be
sold from the
school uniform
shop

Flat-soled sandals
(No open toes)
Grey or black
socks

None

None

Black shoes only

Flat-soled sandals
(No open toes)

*These items are sold to parents at cost. The school holds a regular uniform shop but items can be ordered via the school office or via the uniform shop’s website: www.schooluniformdirect.org.uk
Jewellery: The safety of your child is of paramount importance to the school. Therefore, stud earrings are the only form of jewellery that your child can wear. Can ear piercing be left until the summer holidays,
as they need to be taken out for PE. NB Physical Education: including swimming is a National Curriculum subject and not an option. Children are expected to wear the correct kit for PE and games lessons.
Note: Where there are particular medical or religious reasons that make difficulties for parents to adhere to the above uniform, please do not hesitate to discuss the matter with the Head Teacher.
Please ensure that all children’s clothing is named.
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Curriculum Provision
South Grove’s curriculum across the school is based on the International Primary
Curriculum. This compliments and supports the school’s diverse community and
International Intermediate Award with links around the world. The curriculum
provision incorporates the National Curriculum for Key Stage 1 and 2 and the Early
Years Foundation Stage Curriculum.
Within each Year Group children study ‘thematic units’ each half-term giving them a
rich, balanced and exciting curriculum, allowing them to explore and be part of their
own learning. Developing links across the world through their topics and sharing
their work and explorations will be key.
We provide many opportunities for our children to become independent learners and
continue to develop our curriculum, making it much more creative in its approach.
We encourage children to broaden their experiences by focussing on their interests,
through discussions and taking them on educational trips or inviting guests in.
The use of ICT and the internet is embedded in the children’s work through the
use of a dedicated ICT suite and interactive whiteboards in the classroom. Further
improvements to expand access to ICT are currently being developed.
There’s a real emphasis on reading, writing, maths, ICT but the development of
children’s social skills and emotional well-being is equally as important. Children are
asked to use them in all aspects of their learning. We’re passionate about equipping
our children with knowledge, skills and experience to become successful adults.
Science, ICT, Physical Education, Humanities and French, Art and Design and Music,
all have a regular place through the curriculum. We have a comprehensive PSHCE
curriculum to develop children’s emotional literacy skills. RE is taught within the
‘Agreed Syllabus’ of the London Borough of Waltham Forest. Also, as part of the
Science curriculum, sex education will be delivered in a sensitive way and parents will
be kept informed before lessons take place.
We set very high expectations regarding achievement but we also recognise the
success of the children is also about acquiring the skills they need to access future
work opportunities and to face the challenges of the future with confidence.

Extended Services
South Grove Primary School is committed to working in partnership with the local
community and in creating a ‘joined up’ support programme and provision for
families and their children. We have a senior member of staff who is responsible for
overseeing developments in relation to Extended Services.
The Extended Services provision includes:
> South Grove Breakfast Club and YMCA After School Club
> A variety of After School Activities
> Under 5’s activity sessions
> Signposting of local provision for parents and the local community
> Extended learning opportunities for children, parents and the local community
Please see our notice boards in the playground and entrance hall as well as our
website. Our Main Office staff will be pleased to assist with any enquiries.
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An Inclusive School
South Grove is a diverse community and caters for children with a whole range of needs.
It is a strongly inclusive school with an ethos of valuing all children and ensuring that
everyone feels supported in recognising and working to eliminate any bias, prejudice
and misconceptions about other people.
At South Grove we see children as individuals who have the potential and right to
succeed at school. We have the highest of expectations for all our pupils.
All who work at the school make a strong contribution to the personal development and
well-being of each child.
We are committed to inclusion of all individuals. Some of our children have needs or
disabilities that affect their ability to learn.
Our Inclusion Leader and SENCo and a support team of staff provide teachers, children
and parents with the support that all children will need whilst at school, but just in very
different ways.
For gifted and talented children we provide more challenging lessons and other varied
opportunities for them to take part in both internally and externally to the school.
For those with English as an additional language structured learning programs through
1:1 sessions and small groups accelerate essential basic language learning to develop
confidence in speaking.
The school works with a wide range of external partners to secure support and success
for all of our children.
If you do feel your child may have a particular need please contact our Inclusion Leader
and SENCO.

South Grove’s Resourced Provision for
Autism and Global Developmental Delay

We are very proud of our Resourced Provision for Autism and Global Developmental
Delay. It caters for 18 children across the Primary age range.
The children have an attractive open plan classroom base, accessing a wide range of
resources to support their development.
A highly skilled team of staff, work on an individual basis with each child, allowing
them flexibility, depending on their level of need and ability, to participate both with
their mainstream class as well as within the provision.
The children access a wide range of resources including weekly speech and language,
music therapy, swimming, horse riding and ice skating.
Places allocated to the provision can only be consulted on and made through the Local
Authorities Special Educational Needs Team.
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Partnerships with Parents
Parents play a vital role in supporting their children’s learning and at South Grove
staff understand this well. It is clear that children make the most of their school
experience when there is good communication between home and school.
As well as the informal contacts made with school, we provide regular, relevant
information and look to you for your views. This will be through Head Teacher
Parent Forums held termly to share with parents the continued vision and journey
of the school’s improvement, Workshops where parents can learn about how to
support your child at home, and termly Parent Consultation Evenings.
There are many social occasions such as class and school assemblies, special
performances, plays and concerts.

Pupil Voice and Views of Parents and other Stakeholders
Within South Grove we are committed to involving the pupils, parents and other
relevant people in the development of the school. We have a number of forums,
pupils groups and opportunities for children to take responsibility and we seek the
views of pupils, parents and others.
We have begun an active parent group, Friends of South Grove, who are regularly
involved in supporting the school.
We take time to listen to our children and pay attention to views or concerns they
have. It’s all part of our belief in considering individual needs.
Taking care of our children and encouraging them to develop positive attitudes
is essential to us. Through groups such as our School Council, Anti-Bullying
Ambassadors, Language Buddies, Peer Mediators, whole school reviews, they
are able to voice their opinions and make decisions. We want to further extend
ways in which pupils, parents and community members contribute to the overall
development of South Grove.

If, as a parent, you would like to support the school and bring in new ideas, we
would love to hear from you.
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Key Stage One

Key Stage One Staff

Key Stage 1 is for children in Year 1 age 5-6 years and Year 2 age 6-7 years. Within
Key Stage 1 children spend most of their time with the same teaching team and
within the same class. The children will spend daily sessions in small groups for Read,
Write, Inc. which develops letters, sounds, spelling within reading and writing.

The Year 1 and Year 2 teams work closely together to plan, access and evaluate the
curriculum. Year 1 consists of 2 teachers and in Year 2, 2 teachers.

At the beginning of Year 2 the children will be ability grouped for Literacy and
Numeracy. This will mean that the children may be taught by all the teaching staff
within the Year 2 team. It enables the teaching staff to ensure the children’s needs
are met fully to maximise their learning opportunities.

Key Stage 1 - Year 1 Staff
Teacher: Miss Waterlow/Mrs Williams (Class 1W)
Teacher: Ms Baruch (Class 1B)
Key Stage 1 – Year 2 Staff
Teacher and Phase Leader: Ms Fowler (Class 2F)
Teacher: Miss Kiyani (Class 2K)

Settling in
Times of the day
Children are expected to attend regularly and punctually. They should be brought
and collected by a known adult, and the Key Stage 1 staff informed of any changes
to arrangements.
Parents are encouraged to contact the school at any time prior to starting if they
have any concerns regarding the smooth admission/transition of their child to Key
Stage 1. Staff at South Grove have a range of expertise and are here to support
both children and parents in this process.
Opportunities will be arranged for parents to come in and spend the first part of
the children’s day with them through reading activities once a week.

All children start school at 8:45am.
The school times for Key Stage 1 are:
Morning Session: 8:45am - 12:00pm
Lunch Session: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 		
Afternoon Session: 1:00pm - 3:15pm
Playtime:
Morning Break: 10:30am - 10:45am
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Key Stage One

Key Stage One - Continued

Year 1 will continue to build on the Foundation Stage Curriculum to ensure a
balance between taught and self-initiated activities. The curriculum provision will
be based on their Foundation Stage Profile results to ensure the needs of individual
children are met initially during the Autumn Term. During the Autumn Term the Key
Stage 1 curriculum is based on the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum as a
continuation of the children’s learning experiences

Children have the opportunity to access learning opportunities from specialist
subject teachers in Music.

There will be an emphasis on developing early literacy and numeracy skills through
the curriculum. Daily Read, Write, Inc. sessions will develop children’s knowledge of
letters and sounds, developed alongside both reading and writing.
The curriculum in Key Stage 1 is structured around a ‘thematic ’ approach. This
enables the children to build links across different areas of learning. During each
half-term a new topic will have a different ‘area of learning’ as it’s focus enabling a
balanced curriculum to be delivered.

The current tracking system enables staff to identify baseline starting points for
all the children entering Year 1 or Year 2, and thus enables for them to plan for
appropriate teaching and effective learning opportunities.

Home Learning: Activites at home
In partnership with parents, all children are encouraged to continue their learning
at home. Within Key Stage 1 the main focus of the activities will be early skills in
speaking, reading, spelling and numeracy.

Each topic has planned learning objectives intentions and specific assessment
opportunities are built in. The curriculum, whilst developed through a topic
approach, ensures there is suitable balance between taught and independent
activities. The children in Year 1 will also have access to outside learning, a role play
area, a writing station and opportunities for construction.

We need to work in partnership with parents to support their children with their
activities and hope that regular engagement with their children will develop their
learning further, embedding skills taught in school and reinforcing this through fun
activities at home with their families.

The curriculum has been developed to maximise progression for children, and in
particular, to enable them to access learning opportunities when they are ready
rather than as a result of their age. The curriculum allows for flexible learning and
some children will be able to access learning programmes ahead of their normal age.

Some activities will take the form of practicing speaking and listening activities,
recognition of letters, words and numbers through games and activities advised
by the teaching staff. The activities will be tailored to meet their needs and reflect
learning experienced in school. Some activities may be practical and some recorded.
We encourage all children to read at home every day with an adult and experience
having stories read to them, where they can take part in re-telling stories.

Activities that are provided are interesting and carefully matched to the capabilities
and interests of the children. The children are taught in different ways and in
different teaching styles according to their needs and the curriculum.

During the course of the year you will be asked to support your child to help them
research their topics or develop a research project which will help them to develop
their own initiated interests outside of school.
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Key People
Each Key Stage has a Phase Leader responsible for the Phase, who is supported by
the Teaching and Support Team and the wider Leadership Team.
The Phase Leader responsible for Lower Key Stage Two is Miss McCarthy,
for Upper Key Stage 2 Mrs Sandhu-Hanif and the Head Teacher, Miss Julie
Maltwood has overall responsibility for the children within the school.

Times of the day
All children start school at 8:45am
The school times for Key Stage 2 are:
Morning Session (Year 3):		
8:45am - 12:15pm
Morning Session (Year 4-6):		 8:45am - 12:30pm
Lunch Session (Year 3):		
12:15pm -1:15pm
Lunch Session (Year 4-6):		 12:30pm -1:30pm
Afternoon Session: (Year 3):		
1:15pm - 3:15pm
Afternoon Session: (Year 4-6):
1:30pm - 3:15pm
Playtime:
Morning Break:		
10:30am - 10:45am (Lower Key Stage 2)
Morning Break:		
10:45am - 11:00am (Upper Key Stage 2)
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Key Stage Two

Key Stage Two Staff

Key Stage 2 is for children from Year 3 to Year 6.

In both the Lower and Upper Juniors the Year Teams work closely together to plan,
access and evaluate the curriculum for the pupils.

Within Key Stage 2 children will spend their time with the teaching team from
within their Year Group. The children will have a registration class and a class
teacher, generally spend time within this group for topic sessions and PE. Children
will spend daily sessions for Literacy and Numeracy in teaching groups which
suit their ability. These groups are flexible but allow teaching and support staff
resources to be targeted and used effectively.

Key Stage 2 – Lower Juniors – Year 3
Teacher

Miss McFarlane

Class 3DM

Teacher

Ms Khalifah

Class 3K

Key Stage 2 – Lower Juniors - Year 4
In this way it enables the teaching staff to ensure that your child’s needs are met
fully to maximise their learning opportunities.

Settling in
Children are expected to attend regularly and punctually. The school would prefer
children to be collected by a known adult, and the Key Stage 2 staff informed of any
changes to arrangements.
Parents are encouraged to contact the school at any time prior to starting if they
have any concerns regarding the smooth admission/transition of their child to Key
Stage 2.
Parents will have opportunities to meet the class teacher and Phase Leader
regularly to discuss how their child has settled and how they are progressing in
their learning and socially.

Teacher

Miss Diniz-Wood

Class 4DW

Teacher

Miss Eboh

Class 4E

Teacher and Phase Leader

Miss McCarthy

Class 4M

Key Stage 2 – Upper Juniors - Year 5
Teacher

Mrs Baker

Class 5B

Teacher and Phase Leader

Mrs Sandhu-Hanif

Class 5SH

Teacher

Mr Allard

Class 5A

Key Stage 2 – Upper Juniors - Year 6
Teacher

Miss Marable

Class 6M

Teacher

Miss Vadher

Class 6V

PE and Sports Manager

Miss Young

Non-Class Based

South Grove Primary School • Key Stage Two

Key Stage Two Curriculum
The Key Stage 2 Curriculum is structured around the International Primary
Curriculum and based around themed topics, which supports the development of
cross curricular links between the different subject areas. The curriculum provision
incorporates the National Curriculum for Key Stage 2.
Each topic has planned learning objectives and specific assessment opportunities
are built in. The curriculum, whilst developed through a topic approach, ensures
there is suitable balance between taught, group and independent activities.
Activities that are provided are interesting and carefully matched to the capabilities
and interests of the children. The children are taught in different ways and in
different teaching styles according to the needs of the children and the curriculum.
The curriculum has been developed to maximise progression for children, in
particular, to enable them to access learning opportunities when they are ready
rather than as a result of their age. The curriculum allows for flexible learning and
some children will be able to access learning programmes ahead of their normal
age, for example some children will be accessing learning programmes from
National Curriculum Level 6. This means that some pupils in Year 6 may begin Year
7 learning opportunities early.
Children have the opportunity to access learning opportunities from specialist
subject teachers in Music and French.
A key focus particularly in Upper Key Stage 2 is on the development of
independence and resilience, in order to help pupils to have the skills they need in
order to access future work opportunities and develop independence in their work.
The current tracking system enables staff to identify baseline starting points for
all the children entering each Year Group, and thus enables for them to plan for
appropriate teaching and effective learning opportunities.

Home Learning: Activities at home
In partnership with parents, all children are encouraged to continue their learning
at home. Within Key Stage 2 the main focus of the activities will be developing
skills reading, literacy and numeracy, including mental arithmetic. The amount of
home learning will increase as they progress through the school.
We need to work in partnership with parents to support their children with their
activities and hope that regular engagement with their children will develop their
learning further, embedding skills taught in school and reinforcing this through
activities at home.
Children will receive home learning activities from various teaching staff across
the Year Group depending on their ability groups. The activities will be tailored to
meet their needs and reflect learning experienced in school. Some activities may
be practical and some recorded. Children will be expected to be responsible for
their homework, both in completion and return to the teachers. During the course
of the year you will be asked to support your child to help them research their
topics or develop a research project which will help them to develop their own
initiated interests outside of school.
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The Early Years Foundation Stage
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the phase of learning for children from
birth to 5 years old. In our school the Nursery and Reception are the classes which
cover the EYFS and cater for children from 3 to 5 years of age.
In the EYFS the Nursery and Reception classes are separate and have their own
outdoor areas. Our Nursery caters for 80 children and offers 40 part-time morning
and 40 part-time afternoon places of 3 hours daily. There are no full-time places
allocated.
We have two full-time Reception classes of 30 children who share the same outdoor
play space and areas of the indoor environment.

Reception
Once the Reception place has been allocated to a child, the school will contact
parents. Home visits will be made to all families whose child has a place. All families
will be invited to a series of visits to support parents and children settle into school
life during the term before they begin school in the September.
It will be an opportunity to spend time in the Reception classes. During these visits
the children will experience activities that are typical of the Foundation Stage
Curriculum and the children will experience both indoor and outdoor play sessions.
Parents are able to request to have a paid school meal as part of one of the visits so
that they understand what the children are able to have during the lunchtime and
enables the children to know what to expect and become familiar with this time.
At the final visit the parents are invited to a meeting with the Head Teacher and
Early Years Foundation Stage Leader where further information regarding their
child’s starting school will be given. It is an opportunity to ask questions or share
any concerns.
Parents are encouraged to contact the school at any time prior to starting if they
have any concerns regarding the smooth admission of their child to the Foundation
Stage. If necessary additional visits can be arranged.
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Admission to the Early Years Foundation Stage – Nursery

Key People

Nursery Education at South Grove Primary School is for children aged between three and
four years and on a part-time basis. The free early years entitlement as with all Nurseries
and Nursery Classes, becomes available once a child reaches 3 years old.

The Early Years Foundation Stage Team works closely together to plan, access and
evaluate the curriculum. The team consists of 4 teachers, 4 experienced Nursery
Nurses and 1 Teaching Assistant.

Once parents have received confirmation of an allocated place at South Grove Nursery
and near the time of admissions, Nursery staff will contact you to arrange to meet with
you, usually through a home visit. A series of visits to the Nursery for familiarisation
for you and your child will be arranged. There are 80 part-time places and we cannot
guarantee to offer either a morning or an afternoon place, although we do try to take
parent’s wishes and circumstances into consideration when places are allocated.

Nursery Teachers
Teacher

Miss Price (Maternity Cover)
Mrs Alderson (On Maternity Leave)

Teacher

Mrs McNaughton

Reception Teachers
This will be a child’s first experience of formal education and therefore parents need
to ensure that they maximise the learning opportunities provided for their children.
Therefore, children are expected to attend regularly each day and punctually. They
should be brought and collected by a known adult, and the Nursery Staff informed of any
changes to arrangements.

Teacher

Ms Rice

Class RR

Teacher/ Phase Leader

Ms Carponen

Class RC

Nursery Nurses
Nurse

Mrs Webster

Nurse

Miss Tobin

Nurse

Mrs Iqbal

Nurse

Miss Tomlin

EYFS Teaching Assistant
Teacher

Mrs Khan
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The Early Years Foundation Stage

Times of the day

The EYFS Phase Leader is responsible for the Nursery and Reception classes and
works in the team with the class teachers, nursery nurses and learning support
assistants.

Within the Early Years Foundation Stage there are no formal outside playtimes
as access to the outdoors is structured as part of the EYFS learning programme.
Learning in the outdoors is an integral part of the EYFS, where children engage not
only in physical activities but have opportunities to develop writing, exploratory
and social skills.

In the Nursery there are 2 teachers, 2 nursery nurses and 1 Teaching Assistant
throughout each Nursery session.
Each Reception class has a teacher and nursery nurse. As well as the full-time staff
there are often additional Teaching Assistants, teaching students and volunteers who
support the work of the teachers.

Nursery Times
Morning Session: 8:45am - 11.45am
The Nursery gates will be closed at 8:55am. Children arriving after this time will
need to report to the School Office.
Afternoon Session: 12:15pm - 3:15pm
The Nursery gates will be closed at 12:25pm. Children arriving after this time will
need to report to the School Office.
The Main entrance to the Nursery is through the Nursery Gates.
Reception Times
Morning Session: 8:45am - 11.45am
Lunch Time: 11.45am - 1:00pm
Afternoon Session: 1:00pm - 3:15pm
The Main entrance to access the Reception classes is through the Nursery gate.
These gates will be closed at 8:55am. Children arriving after this time will need to
report to the School Office.
Children should arrive punctually, but not earlier than 8:40am unless special
arrangements have been made, such as those children using the ‘Breakfast Club.’
At the end of the day children should be collected promptly at 3:15pm from their
external classroom doors.
In an emergency concerning the late collection of children please contact the
school office on 020 8521 6000.
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The Early Years Foundation Stage - Curriculum

Home Learning: Activities at home

There are seven areas of learning and development that shape the educational
programmes in the Early Years Foundation Stage. Three areas are particularly crucial
for stimulating children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their
capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive.

We actively encourage you to be part of your child’s learning journey through a
variety of fun tasks such as reading or re-telling a story with your child for at least
ten minutes every day. Listening to what your child has to say and engaging in
conversation with them. Pointing out words and numbers in the environment and
encouraging them to be independent and creative at home.

Prime Areas
• Communication and language development involves giving children opportunities
to experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in
expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations.
• Physical development involves providing opportunities for young children to be
active and interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control and movement.
• Personal, social and emotional development involves helping children to develop
a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and
develop respect for others.
Specific Areas
• Literacy involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to
read and write.
• Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and
improve their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers.
• Understanding The World involves guiding children to make sense of their physical
world and their community.
• Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore and play within a
wide range of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and
technology.

We will be asking for your commitment in supporting the achievement of your
child’s learning targets; and your child’s teacher will provide you with advice and
support on a regular basis and at parent’s evenings.

Partnership learning with parents
Your involvement strengthens the school community and boosts the successes of
your child’s learning.
We value your active involvement as parents and we will have opportunities for you
to engage in a variety of workshops which will be packed with ideas enabling you to
better support their children’s learning at home.
There will be opportunities for you to come into the classroom at the beginning
of the morning sessions to support in your child’s learning. Each term you will be
invited to come and discuss your child’s achievements with us but we welcome
regular feedback and dialogue with parents to support children in the best way that
we can. If there are any concerns please do not hesitate to talk to the EYFS staff.
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Behaviour Expectations

Pastoral Care

A positive clear behaviour code is in place and is essential if children are to learn.
Extensive use of praise and rewards are used to encourage the children to behave
positively.

We offer a safe, caring and stimulating environment in which all children can
develop and flourish.

Our general principles in relation to attitudes and behaviour are about respect for
themselves, each other and the school environment. Children will be reminded of the
behaviour expectations on a regular basis and key messages, identifying expectations
are displayed in classrooms and around the school. Behaviour is managed with a whole
school approach using the simplified version of the whole school positive behaviour
theme in the Nursery and Reception classes.
The school is fully committed to working with parents to support children who are
experiencing difficulties with their behaviour. When a child’s behaviour is a concern
then a targeted intervention programme will be developed, implemented and parents
will be required to support this programme.

Attendance
Within South Grove Primary School we recognise the clear link between good
attendance and children’s attainment. We therefore expect all children to attend
school regularly and on time. If there is a need for a child to be absent from school
due to illness, a medical appointment or another reason then the school should be
contacted on the first day of absence.
The Education Welfare Officer and our Attendance Manager work very closely
with the Early Years Foundation Stage parents to encourage regular attendance
and develop good habits from the beginning of formal schooling. Workshops and
meetings are arranged for parents to discuss their child’s attendance.

To ensure children feel safe and secure we operate a key worker system in the
Nursery where each child has a named key person, who will work more closely with
your child, be the first point of contact and ensure their needs are met. This will
either be the teacher or the nursery nurse.
The Reception class children work with a full-time teacher and nursery nurse
who both support the children’s social and emotional developmental needs. The
Reception class teacher and nursery nurse work collaboratively to ensure that all
children are included, valued and make progress.
We welcome all parents’ communication and are on hand to support all aspects of
your child’s learning and welfare.
Our expectations are that when children start Nursery they are toilet trained
and are independent with personal hygiene, unless there is a medical reason or
condition which must be discussed at the point of interview.

Healthy Body and Mind
All children in the Foundation Stage are offered a piece of fruit/vegetables each day
and have access to chilled water.
Nursery children are offered milk as well as water and fruit /vegetables each day.
Both the Nursery and Reception children have access to daily physical activity and
this is essential in keeping children healthy and ready for learning. The Reception
class children have weekly physical activity sessions in the hall. At this time the
children are required to get changed into their Physical Education kits (P.E)
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