11th September 2017
Dear Parents
Stars of the Week

w/c 11.9.17

1B - Humu
2A – Kareesh
3H – Tanisha
4B – Maria
5D – Adam
6D – Cally

1DM – Zakariye
2F – Carina
3Y – Renique
4SH – Lukne
5M – Ahmad
6M – Mahamadou

Attendance & Punctuality

w/c 4.9.17

Best Attendance 

2F 99.3%

Best Punctuality 

2A & 2F

Class that needs to improve
their attendance

6D 87.6%

Class that needs to improve
their punctuality

3H

Welcome to our youngest South Grove children who started school across three days last week. It was a
real pleasure to meet everyone and I had such a lovely time welcoming all our new families. All the
children came so well prepared with pristine uniforms, book bags and water bottles, and if they could
manage to carry them, PE bags! Thank you to all our new parents for arriving on their appointed time with
all the paper work in place. It really helped!
The Reception children spent a day in their new class settings, meeting
their new teachers and getting familiar with the routine of the day. They
started full-time today and our Nursery 2 children also have returned.
Some of our Nursery children are now full-time and the picture shows
them enjoying their first lunch at school on Friday!
We will continue to welcome new families across the school and
particularly new Nursery children over the next few weeks
.

Can I encourage all new parents and families to South Grove to engage with the
teaching and support staff, ensuring that they have all the information they require so that
we can continue your child’s learning journey in a positive and valuable way. If there are
any queries regarding any aspect of your child’s education and life at South Grove
please do not hesitate to contact the class teacher initially, or ask at the school office
where our Administration Team will be more than willing to answer any queries you may
have.
Thanks a million!
We all came back to a wonderfully clean and newly painted school last week, so
the children presented thank you bouquets to Marion Howes and Carol Anderson
our SSO’s. The children have promised to help to keep it that way during the year!

Whole School Assembly
Whilst I was busy with admitting new children, during whole school assembly Miss Spain introduced the
children to the areas of development and improvement for the school this year. One of the key areas is to
review our Positive Behaviour Policy and Anti-Bullying Policy during the Autumn Term. This will involve talking
with children and staff about the policies and looking at where things are working well and where we may
need to review and develop practice. Parents opinions were sought last term through the SMSC
Questionnaire and the information in these will be used to inform our review.
We discussed with the children our Positive Behaviour Code of The 3 R’s (new families to the school will
have had this information as part of your child’s starter pack)
This year, we are focussing on the children supporting each other in ensuring the 3 R’s are implemented
consistently across the school.
We are hoping that our new Pupil Voice groups will support children to do this. Here is a reminder of our 3
R’s. There are two versions, one for KS1 and one for KS2.
The Three ‘R’s for Key Stage 1

The Three ‘R’s for Key Stage 2

Please help reinforce our simple codes in order to keep all children safe and happy at school.

Pupil Voice
Please note that this week is the last chance for the children’s applications to become part of these as
they need to be in to the school office by Wednesday 13th September. Please support your child in writing
their nominations as this is a really important part of the school’s work and improvement to ensure we have
the pupil’s voices heard.

Presentations to Parents
Please make a note of the dates below for the Presentations to Parents for each Year Group. These are an important
opportunity to meet your child’s teacher and to find out how and what the children will be expected to learn in their
Year Group this year. They will also focus on the key areas of development for the school. Included within the
presentation will be how parents can support the class teacher with your child’s development. We look forward to
seeing you at the meetings.
12th September
14th September
19th September
20th September
21st September
27th September
28th September

3.30pm– Year 5
3.30pm– Year 4
3.30pm– Year 6
3.30pm– Year 3
3.30pm– Year 2
3.30pm- Reception
3.30pm– Year 1

PE timetables for classes
Please note the days listed below that your child has PE:
RM –Tuesday
1B – Monday & Friday
2A – Tuesday & Wednesday
3H – Monday & Wednesday
4B – Tuesday & Thursday
5D – Wednesday & Friday
6D – Monday & Friday
PLM – PE & Swimming Friday

RW – Wednesday
1DM – Monday & Tuesday
2F – Tuesday & Thursday
3Y – Tuesday & Wednesday
4SH – Monday & Thursday
5M – Monday & Tuesday
6M – Tuesday & Thursday

We had a number of children who did not have their PE kits in school last week. Our PE curriculum has been timetabled from
the beginning of the term and the children will be doing this twice a week (except Reception). It is an important part of the
curriculum and one which all children must access.
For PE the children are required to have:
Purple t shirt with the school logo
Black shorts
Black jogging bottoms (Winter)
Black plimsolls or black trainers
Please note that stud earrings (this is all that the school will permit in terms of jewellery for your child’s own safety) must be
taken out for these sessions. Preferably children should not wear them on PE days. If your child has only just had them
pierced then they will not be allowed to take part in PE lessons until they can remove them - please consider this if you are
thinking of getting your child’s ears pierced. The best time to do it is at the beginning of the Summer holidays.
Music Clubs
Forms for the following free music clubs must be returned now. If you wish your child to join but they have not received a
letter please speak to Ms Matthews.
The clubs will start this week.
Choir – Tuesdays 8.15am, Years 1&2
Choir – Thursdays 8.00am, Years 3-6
Recorder Club – Years 3-6
Keyboard Club – Years 4-6
Guitar Club – Years 5&6
Instrumental Lessons for Years 3-6
Lessons are provided by visiting tutors from Waltham Forest Music Service at our school on
violin, clarinet, flute & oboe. These are held in small groups or individually depending on the
instrument, and are paid for by parents.
Instruments can be hired from WFMS. There is also the opportunity to learn the trombone in a
new group that is being started at Waltham Forest Music School, on Tuesdays after school.
If you are interested in your child receiving any of these opportunities, please speak to
Ms Matthews after school as soon as possible to find out more.
Reminders – Parents Emergency Forms to be updated
Last week you will have received a blue emergency contact and medical information sheet for 2017-2018.
It is very important that parents update their contact information sheets so please look out for them but
please return by the end of the week.
We would also request that if you have an e-mail address to note this down as we send out our school
Newsletter each week and will often wish to send out messages via parent’s e-mail. If of course, parents do
not have an e-mail address copies will be available from the school office.

Stay and Play Sessions
South Grove’s Stay and Play sessions will begin tomorrow on Tuesday 12th September. Please come and join us
to ensure that we can keep the sessions running. It is a great opportunity to meet other parents and toddlers
in the South Grove community.
We have a couple of parents who will support in the running of the sessions, but the more we can rely on
parental support to help we would be very grateful.

Attendance News
Punctuality and good attendance are essential for all pupils to
ensure they can benefit from their education and reach their full
potential, both academically and socially. We try to ensure that
all pupils achieve maximum possible attendance and that any
problems impeding full attendance are identified and acted
upon as soon as possible, our attendance target this Year is
97%. Attendance continues to be a whole school priority this
year. You can help by ensuring non urgent dental or medical appointments are made after school or during the
holidays. Thank you to all the parents who are already doing this.
Last year we did not meet our target and our attendance was lower mainly due to minor illnesses and unauthorised
leave from school. We follow government guidance about issuing fixed penalty fines and where appropriate taking
parents to court for failing to ensure regular attendance at school. Where there are problems returning to school from
abroad we would like to request proof of the original flights as advised by our Education Welfare officer. This
September we have had children who have left the country and not returned to school on time. It is the responsibility
of the parent to inform us where that child is and if no contact is made we have to refer on to the safeguarding
services as we do not know if that child is safe.
Nathalie Bennett, our new Education Welfare Officer comes in every Thursday. Parents are welcome to speak to her
or Brigid Montgomery if they have any concerns about their children’s attendance. Please contact school if your
children are absent as soon as possible.
There is good news too about attendance; last year 83 children attended school over 99% of the time and 44
children did not miss a single session, these children will get rewards this week.
It is very important to remember that every session missed is lost learning opportunities for the children. Please see
the chart below to see attendance percentages and how they are rated:
Outstanding

Very good

Good

Satisfactory

Below

99% - 100%

97% - 98%

96%

94% - 95%

Less than 93%

If you would like to join these classes and missed
todays sign up there will be a further one:
this Wednesday 13th September
from 9.00 – 11.30am in the mobile classroom or come
to the school office if you’re unsure where to go.
Proof of benefits, such as income support, council tax
benefit or working tax credit, if not on low income
there may be a small charge

Year 5&6 Intensive Swimming

Clubs start this week, except for Cookery which will
start next week.
The Clubs letter came out last week - please sign up
at the office as soon as possible with the correct
money in an envelope as they are filling up quickly –
some are already full.

This is for selected children who will have been
informed and is every morning for two weeks starting
next Monday, the 18th September.
Year 4 will be having an intensive swimming course
too from Monday 2nd October.

We will only contact you if the club is full and your
child has NOT got a place

STAFF INSET
th

th

The children break up for Half Term a day early on Thursday 19 October as Friday 20 October is a staff
INSET day
th

The children return to school on Monday 30 October

If anyone has any dolls
prams or buggies that you
no longer want we would
gratefully accept them in
the Nursery.
Think of it as recycling!
*****************************************************************************************************************.

Cycling in the School Grounds.
Please do not ride bikes (both children and adults) within the school grounds
including the car park. Please dismount and walk up the main pathway, around the
fence at the end of the car park (still on the path) and then only cross the carpark
to the bike racks by keeping close to the Camden Road gate and in reverse when
collecting bikes at the end of the day.
This is due to both adults and particularly children cutting across the car park. A
number of staff cars have been damaged with scratches from handle bars, pedals
etc which are costly to repair. This area is recorded by our security cameras. I
would ask for your cooperation with this.
*****************************************************************************************************************.

With my very best wishes,
Julie Maltwood
Headteacher

