
 

 

 

 

Newsletter 19   2020-2021 
 

Monday 8th February 2021 

Dear parents and carers 

Stars of the week w/c 8.2.21 

 

N am  ayaan                      3b   isaac 
N pm ilyas                        3sh   zaara 
RL connie                    4h   saleha 
RA radhia                   4p   Zuriel   
1B ladan                       5y   kamron 
1F ida                             5m   siyana 
2D ameera                  6m   uzair                         
2Dm mariam            6h   ruqayyah                                                 
                             Plm – casey 

 

Wow we’re nearly at Half Term already – how quickly that has gone!  

Thank you all for the effort you have, and continue to put in to help with 

your child’s learning during this difficult time.  We, like you, are waiting to 

hear what the Government decides as regards to when the children will 

return to school and will of course let you know as soon as we hear 

anything. In the mean time I hope we will all continue to work together.  

 

Reminders for Parents and children to get the most out of google meet and google 
classrooms:  
 

 

 Continue to ensure the children are online at the required time – remember this is your child’s 

register mark, however, the important part is for the children to complete their tasks that  

they have been set  
 

 Upload work completed back to your teacher for marking and comments either via     

Google Classrooms or take a photograph and upload to the Year Team email address. 

Teachers and support staff will need to assess the children as best they can but need to see 

the work they do in order to do this  

 

 Ensure that the children come off of Google Meet when the teacher requests the children to 

leave  

 

 When the children are on Google Meet can parents ensure the home environment is as 

calm and as quiet as possible (we know that can be difficult at times) so that the children 

can hear the teacher go through their learning for 

that session.  
 

 Staff continue to contact families to support them 

with getting their children online and returning their 

work to their teacher 
 
 

 

e-safety week  
 

On Tuesday 9th February schools and youth organisations across the UK 

would be celebrating Safer Internet Day 2021. Safer Internet Day is a 

global campaign to promote the safe and responsible use of 

technology, which calls on young people, parents, carers, teachers, 

social workers, law enforcement, companies, policymakers and more to 

join together in helping to create a better internet. 

Using the internet safely and positively is a key message that we 



promote in South Gove Primary School, and celebrating Safer Internet Day is a great opportunity for 

us to re-emphasise the online safety messages we deliver throughout the year. Due to Lockdown, and 

the majority of children not being in school, we have decided to postpone the day until all the children 

return. Safer Internet Day encourages numerous debates and discussions and we feel this would be more 

beneficial in a whole class setting with their peers.  

We would, however, like the children to celebrate in some sort of way on the day. Therefore, there 

will be an E-Safety Poster Competition (for each Key Stage) for your child to complete. On Tuesday 9th 

February please look out for the assignment which will be posted on your child’s Google Classroom. 

In the meantime, here are some other resources which you may find helpful in supporting your child 

online:  

● Advice for parents and carers from Childnet  

● Tips, advice and guides for parents and carers from the UK Safer Internet Centre 

● Guides on popular apps and games from NetAware    

● Reviews and information about games, apps, TV shows and websites from Common Sense Media  

● Help on using parental controls and privacy settings from Internet Matters 

● Information and reporting of online grooming or abuse from CEOP 

Online safety is an important issue which as a school we’re committed to teaching our pupils about. 

If you have any concerns or questions about keeping your child safe online, please do get in touch 

with your child’s class teacher, Miss Marable or Ms Montgomery. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Vodaphone Digital Parenting Magazine 

Helping your family live a happy and safe digital life 
 

Here is the link to the latest Digital Parenting Magazine from Vodaphone which has helpful 
information for parents which is especially important now that children are online more than ever: 
 

https://www.flipsnack.com/FA7569CC5A8/digital-parenting-by-vodafone-2021-edition/full-
view.html  
 

This next link takes you to their home page which has more information that you may find useful. 

https://www.vodafone.co.uk/mobile/digital-parenting  
 
 

 

national lockdown guidelines 
 

Parents, just a reminder if it was not clear in last week’s newsletter, as part of 

the DfE guidelines noted last week, informal childminder arrangements made 

with another family household are perfectly fine for the purposes of childcare. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/making-a-childcare-bubble-with-another-

household 
 

However, our concerns last week were around children and families meeting in 

local parks, having play dates with different children including those who 

continue to access school.  We had to burst our Year Reception bubble last 

Monday so the need to be very careful is still very real for us working and 

learning at school. 
 

We are all working very hard here to keep everyone safe, so please continue to play your part in 

this.  
 

 

 Children’s mental health week – 1st – 7th February 2021  
 

We hope the children really enjoyed the activities of Music, Movement, Art and Circle Time 

that Miss Young organised for last week.  
 

 

 

https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
https://www.flipsnack.com/FA7569CC5A8/digital-parenting-by-vodafone-2021-edition/full-view.html
https://www.flipsnack.com/FA7569CC5A8/digital-parenting-by-vodafone-2021-edition/full-view.html
https://www.vodafone.co.uk/mobile/digital-parenting
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/making-a-childcare-bubble-with-another-household
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/making-a-childcare-bubble-with-another-household


Certainly on Friday in school one or two staff members really did ‘Express 

themselves’ as you can see from the photograph and video clip…. 

https://youtu.be/K0GlFkBRnH8  

.It was lovely to hear the children laughing out loud and joining in fun activities. 
 

Please send in any ‘Express Yourself’ photographs of the children and families 

dressed to express, we would love to see them and share!   Please read the section 

just below from Miss Young describing the week. 

 
 
 

 

Children’s Mental Health Week 

Last week, the children in school and at home took part in Children’s Mental 

Health Week.  This year, more than ever, it was important to celebrate our 

uniqueness and to really think about how we’re feeling. There were different 

activities set each day with the theme of ‘Express Yourself’ to encourage this. 

Expressing yourself is about finding ways to share feelings, thoughts or ideas 

through creativity.  This was taught through art, music, drama, photography, film and taking part in activities that 

made them feel good. 

EYFS looked at Anthony Browne’s picture book ‘Silly Billy’ and then created their own worry dolls.  Worry dolls date 

back to Guatemala (Central America) where weaving cloth was a major occupation during the Ancient Mayan’s.  They 

used their off cuts of cloth and splinters of wood to create six, little dolls which children would tell their concerns to 

and then place them under their pillow to ease their worries or fears. This tradition still continues to this day.   

If this is something you’d like to do, you can listen to the story below and learn how to make your own worry dolls just 

like they did in Nursery and Reception. 

(163) Silly Billy - YouTube                                           https://h2g2.com/edited_entry/A9914862  

The rest of the school started the week with a virtual assembly which was launched by HRH (Her Royal Highness) the 

Duchess of Cambridge.  This was followed with an activity each day to focus on expressing ourselves in different ways.  

There was an art activity where children drew and coloured themselves in according to their feelings and thoughts.   A 

movement activity to express a chosen emotion.  Music focused on creating moods and atmospheres through the use 

of instruments and lastly, a circle time session, where children answered questions to deepen their understanding of 

themselves and their uniqueness.  

To celebrate the end of the week, children came to school on Friday dressed to ‘express’. There were many outfits, 

hairstyles and various fabrics seen.  There was even a dinosaur roaming around the school!  Google Meet sessions 

were also very different with lots of colour and some children even painted their faces for the occasion.  Classes then 

took part in various fun sessions that afternoon.  Year 2 and 6 took part in quizzes, Year 3 took part in a Scavenger 

Hunt and Year 5 took part in a virtual Escape Room. 

A huge thank you to all the children for taking part so enthusiastically and for the support from the parents.  

What better way to end the week, then with a dusting of snow to cheer us all up.  Who doesn’t turn into an excited 6 

year old at the sight of the cold, white stuff, or is this just me? 

Take care and remember to take a few minutes each day to take care of yourself! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/K0GlFkBRnH8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jd-dDvsHl60
https://h2g2.com/edited_entry/A9914862


 

Remember – if you have any worries about your child’s mental health please 

speak to Ms Montgomery 
 

 
 

If you some extra advice about children’s wellbeing during the pandemic (or at any time) the 

NSPCC has useful information for families on their website: 
 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/coronavirus-advice-suppport-children-families-parents/ 
 

Chinese New Year Lunch 
 
For those children in school, there will be a Chinese New Year Celebration lunch this Thursday 11th 
February 
As with all our celebration lunches, those children who are normally packed lunch can change for this day 
if they want.  For those children in Years 3,4,5 & 6 who are not entitled to free school meals the cost is 
£2.30 to be paid on ParentPay – please make sure you have enough money in your account.  All children in 
Reception, Years 1 & 2 receive Universal Infant Free School Meals so there is no cost.  Please let your 
teacher know tomorrow if you want to change so Cook knows how much to make. 
 

        Menu 
Lemon Chicken 
Vegetable Stir Fry 
Egg Fried Rice 
Pineapple or Banana Fritters 
Fresh Fruit Salad 

 
To all our families celebrating at this time - we wish you and your family a happy Chinese New Year. May 
the New Year bring you lots of happiness and prosperity! 
                                

 
 

Makaton Buddies - The sign of the week 
is: 
OK  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

VERY IMPORTANT – 
EDENRED FREE MEALS 

VOUCHERS 
 

Please can we make you aware that 
parents need to use their voucher by the 
expiry date or they will lose it and we 

cannot re-issue another voucher. 
 

Half term - parents will receive a voucher to 
cover the holiday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MUSIC COURSES DURING HALF TERM 

Waltham Forest Music Service are delighted to offer two fabulous music 

making courses during this February half term: 
 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/coronavirus-advice-suppport-children-families-parents/


 
Uke Can Do It! Family Ukulele Course 

Make music instantly! The Waltham Forest Music Service half term Family Ukulele Course is designed so that 
families can have fun making music together. Led by one of our highly experienced tutors, Parents and 
Carers will learn alongside their children as we play and sing simple songs, and get to know the instrument. 
 

Age? For children in school years 1 to 4 (age 5 to 9) and their Parents or Carers 
When? Monday 15th to Wednesday 17th February, 11am to 12 midday (1 hour x 3 days) 
Cost? £30 per family (£15 low income) plus option to purchase ukuleles for £18 each  

 

Find out more & book your place now: https://ukecandoitfeb21.eventbrite.co.uk/  
******************************** 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Scratchmakers Creative Music Making Course 

Scratchmakers is a collaborative ensemble for young musicians from Waltham Forest and is suitable for 
players of any instrument with any level of experience. Pupils will work with professional musicians to 
explore different ways to create rhythm, beats and melodies and how to fit them together. 
 

Age? For children aged 8 to 12 years 
When? Thursday 18th and Friday 19th February, 10am to 1pm (3 hours x 2 days) 
Cost? £30 per pupil (£15 low income) 

Find out more & book your place now: https://scratchmakersfeb21.eventbrite.co.uk/  
********************************** 

Please let us know if you have any queries about either of these courses. 
Waltham Forest Music Service  - 020 8496 1584 
Find out about our online music lessons, groups & courses: 
https://www.wfmusichub.org 

 

 

 ***************************************************************************************************************** 

We hope you all have a relaxing half term break next week and are refreshed and ready when 

school starts again (remotely) on Monday 22nd February. 
 

With my very best wishes                     
 
 

                                                                                                                                   
 

Julie Maltwood   

Headteacher                         
 

https://ukecandoitfeb21.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://scratchmakersfeb21.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://www.wfmusichub.org/
https://ukecandoitfeb21.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://www.wfmusichub.org/
https://www.wfmusichub.org/


south Grove Learning Gallery! 

Nursery 
This week nursery children have continued to explore the Michael Rosen story, We’re Going on a Bear Hunt for our 

topic about Bears. We would like to share some of the learning that the children attending nursery have 

undertaken this week. 

We went on a sensory story trail going under, over and through the story settings 

and guess what we found at the end? It’s a ……………….Bear!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then we worked together and made a new story 

map and changed the story. We went on a tiger 

hunt and a princess hunt. We really are sensational 

story tellers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 
Children in Year one have enjoyed expressing themselves in different ways this week. They particularly enjoyed 

expressing themselves through dance and movement. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 2 
Year 2 enjoyed 'Dress 

to Express Day' it was 

really great fun! 

 

 

 

 
 

We also created some Silly Stories, they were really great fun to write!  

 

One day Mr BeeBee went out for a walk for some exercise. But then he 
decided he wanted to go on a journey. So he went on a plane and put on 
his seatbelt and sat still. Suddenly green snot started to run down his 
whole body! 

By Mariam  

 

 
There was once a little banana that went karate but his trainer wouldn’t let him do karate because he 
was teeny. Then the banana felt frustrated. Next he asked his karate trainer how do I become big? 
Well said the karate trainer his name was Kim he said I can give you some ingredients here they are. 

*100 glasses of milk 

* 3 boiled chocolate bars 

*  popcorn mashed 

*  1 apple 

                                                                             *  2 pear 

He drank it all in one gulp “gulp” then he became as big as a human the banana said wow how did you do that? Kim said I saw it on Weetube this guy 
has crazy stuff.                                     

By Sulayman 

 

Year 3 
In Year 3 we have designed new front covers for books that we have enjoyed reading 

recently. We included the title, name of the author and illustrator, a strapline and 

amazing art work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 
In Year 4 we have been looking at the formation of a Volcano and the process it goes through during an eruption. 

We drew diagrams to represent the key aspects of the physical geography in the context of Volcanoes.  
 

1) Pressure builds up inside the earth. 

 

2) This then affects the Earth’s crust, so that magma can sometimes erupt through it. 

 

3)  The lava and ash that are erupted through the crust build up to form the classic volcano, cone  shape over time. 

 

4) This process is happening all the time! 

Sia 4P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Every day in year 5 we aimed at completing our ‘One piece at a time’ puzzle, which involved us taking part in 

something physical, giving back (being kind and thinking of others) and self-care (looking after ourselves).  Aarib 

emailed in daily with videos of him completing his puzzle.  Iris and Rosa got creative with presenting and 

animating and Nicole expressed herself through her writing.  
 

To conclude our week, all of Year 5 took part in a virtual Egyptian virtual escape 

room which we all absolutely loved.  So much so that we forgot to take any 

pictures.  Luckily, we all managed to escape unharmed and we can’t wait to take 

part in another one.  
  

The children in school ended their day with their favourite dance ‘Waka Waka’ and 

we’ve never laughed so much.  The energy and smiles were contagious and we left 

school exhausted, positive and ready for the weekend. 

   

 

  



 

Year 6 
Every day for mental health week, we have been assigned activities to do.  All the activities have helped me 

express myself, such as designing a body and drawing how I feel, making posters on emotions, writing a poem and 

dressing to express myself. This week has been informative and fun.  I hope everyone else has enjoyed it as much 

as me. 

by Roisin-6H 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

PLM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


