
 

 

 

 

Newsletter 3   2020-2021 
 

21st September 2020 

Dear parents and carers 

 

Stars of the week w/c 21.9.20 

 

N am  Safa  3b andrei 
N pm meriem 3sh zaara 
RL ibaad  4h samir 
Rc jinxi  4p hudhaifah 
1F aisha  5y alessia 
1B abdoulie 5m rosa 
2D oliwia 6m nathan 
2Dm Hussain 6h elssa 

 

 attendance and punctuality  w/c 14.9.20 
 
Best Attendance                     6M  98.1%           
 

Best Punctuality                       2D, 3SH, 4H & 4P 
 

Class that needs to improve  

their attendance                        3SH  83.5%               
 

Class that needs to improve      

their punctuality                          3B 

 

 
 
 

A very warm welcome to our new south grove pupils! 
It has been fantastic to welcome all our new Reception children. They had their 

first few days in school last week and managed incredibly well. Just the odd 

tear or two (although some of these were from the parents! We understand!). It 

has been a real pleasure to meet everyone and welcome all our new families 

as well as siblings of existing South Grove families. 

 

A huge thank you to the parents for arranging themselves in a 

limited space in their coloured heart groups to help staff get the children in and out of 

Reception classes safely. It is much appreciated.  
 

We also welcomed several new children across the rest of the school and hope they enjoy being 

part of our South Grove community. 
 

our nursery full-time  and part-time children are also beginning to return….the Nursery 

children have been visiting last week and have loved being in the sunshine in 

the Nursery garden or inside with the EYFS staff exploring their new 

surroundings. We have some children returning for their second year and some 

new full-time ones settling in. We also have part-time Nursery children visiting for 

short periods of time with parents to familiarise themselves with the Nursery. We will continue to 

welcome new families across the school and particularly new Nursery children over the next few 

weeks.  
 

Keeping safe  
 

Thank you so much for your continued co-operation and support as we implement the 

necessary measures for a safe return to school now extended to include our new 

Reception children and Nursery. 
 

Most importantly, can I request your continued support with the social distancing 

protocols and systems that have been put in place. We are all settling into the new 

routines which are in constant review. The new government restrictions came into 

force last week, limiting social gatherings of up to six people from different households. 

It applies both indoors and outdoors, and to all ages.  
 



Whilst, schools and workplaces are exempt from these restrictions, it is 

very important that we try as much as possible to maintain social 

distancing.   We continue to ask that at the beginning and the end of 

the school day, please do not linger to talk with other parents at the 

school gates, line up as requested, and socially distance from other 

parents and children (face masks for adults are preferable).  We all need to work together to stop 

the spread of the virus and protect each other. 
 

It is important that we all remain vigilant and comply with the restrictions. Also refer to the weekly 

Waltham Forest COVID-19 update https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/  
 

Keeping connected – Virtual whole school assemblies  
We are finding ways to keep safe yet stay connected via the 

beginning of virtual assemblies.  
 

Our new virtual, online assemblies will be brilliant at helping us to 

achieve this goal! Every class will be able to join the assembly and see 

South Grove children across the school!  These will be so important to 

unite us as a school so that we can learn together and celebrate our achievements. Our first Star of 

the Week virtual assemblies took place today and it was lovely for the children across the school to 

see the Stars within their own classrooms.  
 

Curriculum Information  
All parents and carers will be receiving a Curriculum Overview regarding the Year Group Curriculum and 
learning for the Half-Term. This will inform parents of the work the children will be covering and how they can 
help at home. These will also be put onto the school Website under the relevant Year Groups at 
www.southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

 
 

Who’s Who continued….. 
As a school we aim to continue our close partnership with parents 

and are pleased to share this week the work of our SENCo Jennifer 

McKay, and our Middle Leader Lisa Mullins who runs our Special 

Resourced Provision.  
7                    1                         2                      3 

Senco:            Teacher of the special resourced provision for                   

children with autism and those with global 
delay:          

Jen McKay                                   
lisa mullins  

          
 

 

 
 

We have a very experienced team of support staff that work alongside our SENCo and Teacher of 

the SRP to meet the needs of our children in both Mainstream and the Special Resourced Provision, 

for children with a specific need or those with EHCP’s. We encourage regular communication 

between staff and parents regarding any need that a child has, and any concerns that parents 

may have about their child at any time no matter how big or small the concern may be. 
 

If you need to get in touch with the SENCo please contact her using this email: 

senco@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 
 

Or if your child is in the Special Resourced Provision please contact Miss Mullins using the class e-mail 

address: plm@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk  
 
 

International day of democracy 
Last Tuesday was International Day of Democracy. Each Year the children learn 
about the right to be heard and this links to the Rights Respecting Schools Article 12 
of the right to be heard.  
 

Normally, the children would be voting for new Pupil Voice Groups to represent the 
school community, but it was felt that the previous Pupil Voice Groups did not really 
have too much of a chance to fulfil their roles. So, it was decided that the children voted for the roles last 

year will continue their important work.  At the end of the newsletter are the Pupil Voice Groups for 2020-2021.  
Let all voices be heard! 

https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/
http://www.southgrove.waltham.sch.uk/
mailto:senco@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:plm@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk


COVID-19 – health issues and attendance   
  

Thank you for keeping us informed regarding attendance at school. Communication is key for keeping 
everyone safe.  
 

We are in such unusual times and it may seem difficult to know the right thing to do. We were pleased to see 
around 94% again of our pupils at school last week.  
 

However, having everyone back together again seems to have caused a sudden jump in the amount of colds 
around the building. This is not entirely unexpected as this is the first time we have been a part of larger 

groups in a really long time.  
 

It’s almost like starting school all over again – we’ll all have to re-acclimatise. The COVID measures we have in place are specifically for COVID. 
 

This means that if your child has a cold, they should still come to school just like they 
would have last year. If your child has symptoms that point to a cold, they can still come 
to school. These could be a blocked or runny nose, sneezing and/or itchy eyes. 
 

If you or anyone in your household has COVID symptoms, please do not bring your child 
to school or come onto the school site. COVID symptoms are: a high temperature; a 
new, continuous cough; a loss of, or change to, your sense of smell or taste. 
 
If your child or anyone in your household has any of these symptoms, you should only leave your house to get a test which you should do as soon 
as possible. In order to get a test, you can call 111 or 119 or contact them online https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  
 

If you are unsure as to whether it is a cold or COVID please seek the advice of a medical professional 
 

*Please note that if you inform us that your child has COVID symptoms, we will expect you to have them tested before 
they return to school. The school requires parents and carers to send the e-mail confirmation of a positive or negative test 
to school, so that the school can mark the child absent in the appropriate way if the test is positive. If negative the 
expectation is that the child will return to school. 
 

Thank you for supporting us to get our children back into their school routines as well as keeping everyone safe 
 

 

Pe, Sport and Physical Activity  
 

The children had their first full week of PE lessons last week, and 

it was good to see the children outside practising through games 

the 3 PE Rules for this academic year: BE SAFE, HAVE FUN and 

LEARN. The children will need to learn to work really hard to 

keep themselves safe while taking part in PE. 

 

We know active children do better in every way. At South Grove 

we have a strong commitment to keep our children moving. 

Children need physical activity to keep healthy. We want to 

strengthen the role of physical activity and sport within our 

pupils’ daily routine.  

 

The children have two PE Sessions a week, are active in the 

classroom with ‘mini’ breaks to be active, and have Active 

English and Maths sessions outside. We will be introducing the 

Active mile to all classes each week.  

 

We are playing our part in this; can you play your part by giving 

your child time and ways to be active at home. The 

recommended time of physical activity a day is at least 60 

minutes for children.  

 

PE Timetable  

RL Thursday  

RC Friday  

1B Monday and Friday 

1F Monday and Tuesday 

2DM Tuesday and Wednesday 

2D Tuesday and Thursday 

3SH Wednesday and Friday  

3B Monday and Wednesday 

4P Monday and Friday 

4H Tuesday and Friday 

5M Thursday and Friday 

5Y Wednesday and Thursday 

6H Monday and Wednesday 

6M Tuesday and Thursday 

PLM  Tuesday  

  

Reminder of School Streets 
Trial 

 

This week sees the start of the 
School Streets trial.  This means 
that many of the streets around the school will be 
closed to most vehicles at the beginning and the end 
of the school day in order to keep our children safe. 
 

You will have all received a flyer giving more details 
about this last week. We have reprinted at the end of 
this newsletter for you. 
 

We look forward to seeing you all walk, cycle or scoot 
to school! 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


 
 

 
Makaton Buddies 
The sign of the week is: happy 
 
Check out the sign of the week on the website – this is 
demonstrated by one of our children from the Special 
Resourced Provision in PLM 
 
Each week we are going to share a Makaton sign. It has been a long time since 
we have been in school and the children will need to become familiar with these 
again. We do have a group of Makaton Buddies  
so they will be able to help their Year Teams remember.                                                      "happy" - Squeeze hands twice 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Book Amnesty at South Grove  

Thank you to everyone who has returned both class and library books that they had at home.   
If you haven’t already, please could you continue to have a good search at home for any books 

belonging to South Grove.  

I do understand that sometimes books get caught up within home books and would be very 

grateful for everyone to check. Let’s see how many we can get back to their rightful place!  We 

will isolate the books before returning them into circulation 

Reading:  

: You will have received a letter regarding reading at home (Years 1-6). 
Please ensure your child’s reading record is returned to school alongside any books that 
may still be at home. Your child’s book will be changed each Monday. Parents are 
requested to write a comment in their child’s reading record book. The teachers will look at 
this but these are currently purely for parents to comment in. Your child’s teacher will have 
separate records of your child’s reading to note progress and where support is necessary.   
 

We are ensuring that each class reads a class book during the 

term, so that they can discuss the storyline, characters and gain understanding of texts. 

We will be encouraging the children to buy their own copy so that they can have it in 

school to read along within the classroom, and when the story is finished they will be 

able to develop their own mini library at home to begin to develop that love and 

enjoyment of reading.  

https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/content/applying-secondary-school-place
https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/node/8837


We cannot stress enough the importance of reading on a very 

regular basis i.e every day preferably but at the very least four times a week for 

every child across the school. We want children to immerse themselves in the 

enjoyment of reading and to develop a love of books and a variety of authors. 

 

Active Learn / Bug Club 

Just a reminder from Mr Puddifoot about how you can log in at home to enjoy electronic books that have been 

selected and downloaded specifically for your child. These should be read alongside the reading book provided for 

your child by the teacher. 

For online help go to: https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/help?s=student-index 

As for accessing Bugclub, parents can just go to:  Bugclub.co.uk  

 The school code is MWJL 

 

Reception Places for September 2021 – virtual meetings – coming soon 

Information of the dates will come out soon but we will be setting up some virtual meetings which  

Ms Maltwood, Head Teacher and the Ms Rice, EYFS Lead for 

Nursery and Reception will lead so that information about the school can 

be given, alongside  an opportunity to ask and answer prospective parent 

questions. 
 

A virtual tour of the school, commentary from staff and children, about 

the school will be available on the website during the month of October.  
 

 

LABEL LABEL LABEL! 
 

Please can you make sure you label your child’s 
uniform with their name so that if it gets mislaid we 
can easily return it to its owner.  Do remember, if 
written on, it will need checking to see if it is still 
visible after washing and re-doing if necessary. 
 

Names and classes (remember to update) 
on water bottles and packed lunch bags  
is really helpful too.  Thank you.  
 

 
 

 
 

                                                   All clubs start this week  

                                       from 21st September.   
                                          Make sure you have signed up 
                                              for the pared back but still exciting 
activities we have on offer!!  Once we have received your slip 
we can allocate your child to the club and you can pay on 
ParentPay.  Please do not hand cash to the office. 
 

We will only let you know if your child HAS NOT got a place – 
so no news is good news! 
 

We are sorry that currently we cannot offer our usual array of 
clubs and that some children will be disappointed. 
 

 

SECRET GARDEN - SOME GOOD NEWS!   
 

 

We have some really good news about the Secret Garden , this area is more important than ever as it gives 

children an opportunity to learn and have fun outside. Over the summer we were 

very lucky to have lots of support from the Aston Group who gave so generously of 

their time, materials, ideas and pure hard work to rearrange the area.  
 

A special BIG thanks to Rachel who organised it and to Sam and Josh in particular who have transformed the 

area.  It looks wonderful and now has new and restored picnic tables, raised beds and so much more space. The 

area is accessible to all and I know that the children love spending time there. Last Friday we had Cath, the 

gardener from the Honey bee programme, in doing a session about bees and flowers with the PLM children which 

there was a real buzz about ….  

https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/help?s=student-index


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Over the coming weeks we will be working closely with Organiclea and L&Q to develop a growing programme for 

the school which is a really positive development. Once the compost comes we shall be able to start planting. We 

are also going to invest in a lawn mower for the area unless anybody can donate one!  Please speak to  

Ms Montgomery if you can. 
 

Once again thanks to the Aston Group and we look forward to them coming to see what we have done. We would 

not have managed to do this without their support.  

 

We’re here to help!  

Can I encourage all new parents and families to South Grove to engage with the teaching and 

support staff, ensuring that they have all the information they require so that we can continue 

your child’s learning journey in a positive and valuable way.  If there are any queries regarding 

any aspect of your child’s education and life at South Grove please do not hesitate to contact 

the class teacher initially, or the school office where our Administration Team will be more than 

willing to answer any queries you may have.  

 
Contactable via Year Team emails or general enquiries to the school on parent email address 
To contact your child’s teacher use the year group emails here: 

Year Group  Year Team Email  

Nursery  yearn@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Reception  yearr@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 1 year1@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 2 year2@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 3  year3@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 4 year4@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 5  year5@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 6  year6@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

PLM plm@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

SENCO senco@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 
 

 

Reminder – Parents Emergency Forms to be updated  

You will have received a purple emergency contact and medical information sheet for 2020-2021. It is very 

important that parents update their contact information sheets so please return by the end of the week.  

Thank you to all those families who have already returned theirs. 

We would also request that if you have an e-mail address to note this down as we send out our school 

Newsletter each week and will often wish to send out messages via parent’s e-mail. If of course, parents 

do not have an e-mail address copies will be available from the school office.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:yearn@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:yearr@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:year1@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:year2@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:year3@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:year4@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:year5@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:year6@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:plm@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk


Nursery 
We have been welcoming new children to the nursery this week and it has been lovely to watch them 

gain confidence to say ‘bye’ to their parents, make new friends and try new things. The role play kitchen 

is very popular, the children have been making interesting concoctions both inside the nursery and 

outside. ‘Tea and cakes 

anyone?’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception 
In Reception, the children were playing collaboratively in the 

Mud Kitchen, working together as a team making dinner.  They 

filled up pots and 

pans using different 

size utensils and 

explored capacity 

using the languages 

of full and half full." 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 
Year 1 enjoyed their PE lessons this week,  

focusing on ball skills.  

 

They practiced throwing and catching and  

their skills are really improving! 

  

 

 

 

 



 

Year 2  
Year 2 have settled in so quickly and we couldn't be happier. The 

children seem enthusiastic to begin our new topic on 'Heroes and 

Heroines'. We have made inferences on a portrait of the famous 

Florence Nightingale and began to discuss how hospitals were much 

different to how they are now.  

 

In addition, we have been talking about the 

differences between fictional heroes and real 

life heroes. It was nice to hear the children 

share who their real life heroes were: mums, 

dads, grandads, grandmas, NHS and 

teachers were among the many named.  

 
 

 

 

 

Year 3  
In year 3, we have been classifying land and water plants as well as describing the different parts. 

 

Year 4 
In Year 4 we have been researching different Ancient Egyptian  

deathmasks. We then picked our favourite one which we will  

recreate a 3D model of. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 5 
Year 5 have loved being back in school and have done a 

great job of getting used to the new rules and 

routines.    

 

Last week, we really enjoyed our PSHE lessons.  We 

discussed the Rights of the Child and created our year 

group charter. 

 

 

 

 

Year 6  

We have had a great week back at school and as the 

new school leaders we want to set an example at 

South Grove.   

We have been practicing staying an arms length 

away from each other and we have been learning 

new social distancing games in the playground. If we 

all follow the rules and remember to wash our hands 

regularly and keep our distance we will all stay safe.  

We have loved learning in our bubble and seeing our friends.   

 
 

Autumn Term 2020 

Term:   Wednesday 2nd September – Friday 18th December 2020 

SCHOOL STARTS FOR PUPILS MONDAY 7th SEPTEMBER 2020 

New Reception & Nursery start a staggered entry from 14th September  

School closed to pupils on: 

Staff Training Days:   Wednesday 2nd, Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th September 2020 

Half Term:                    Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 2020 (inclusive)   

Winter holiday:           Monday 21st December 2020 – Friday 1st January 2021 (inclusive) 

School finishes for pupils on Friday 18th December 2020                                                                                 

and starts for pupils on Tuesday 5th January 2021 

 

 With my very best wishes                  

                                                                     

Julie Maltwood 

Headteacher 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


