Newsletter 9 2020-2021
9th November 2020
Dear parents and carers
Stars of the week w/c 9.11.20
N am
N pm
RL
Rc
1B
1F
2D
2Dm

Haneen
3b
aaliyah
ismail
3sh jack
nylah
4h
george
eisa
4p
marco
maida
5y
eduardo
antonio
5m
edward
faris
6m
aleena
amina
6h
whole class
Plm – amir

attendance and punctuality w/c 2.11.20
Best Attendance 

1B, 4P, 5M & 6H 99.2%

Best Punctuality 

RC, RL, 4P & 5M

Class that needs to improve
their attendance

PLM 88.7%

Class that needs to improve
their punctuality

1B

I trust that you and your families are all safe and well. I thought I would update you
with a couple of items from the new Guidance for Education and Childcare during
Coronavirus that the Government sent through in response to the national lockdown
which commenced on Thursday 5th November.
Firstly, just a reminder about the school’s community response to any infection, with
engagement with the NHS Test and Trace process. Thank you to all parents and carers
as you have been very supportive and helpful over this process but just to re-iterate for all families if this is not
a process you have thankfully not had to do.
Schools do ask parents and staff to inform them immediately of the results of a test and follow this guidance:
1. 1. If someone with symptoms tests negative for coronavirus (COVID-19), then they should stay at
home until they are recovered as usual from their illness but can safely return thereafter. The only
exception to return following a negative test result is where an individual is separately identified
as a close contact of a confirmed case, when they will need to self-isolate for 14 days from the
date of that contact.
2.

3. 2. If someone with symptoms tests positive, they should follow the guidance for households with
possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection and must continue to self-isolate for at
least 10 days from the onset of their symptoms and then return to school only if they do not have
symptoms other than cough or loss of sense of smell/taste. This is because a cough or anosmia
can last for several weeks once the infection has gone. The 10-day period starts from the day
when they first became ill. If they still have a high temperature, they should continue to selfisolate until their temperature returns to normal. Other members of their household should all selfisolate for the full 14 days.
Secondly, the Government wished the school to share advice around wraparound provision and extracurricular activity:
Schools have been advised to share with parents to limit the number of different out-ofschool settings providers they access, as far as possible.
‘Where parents use childcare providers or out of school extra-curricular activities for their
children, schools should encourage parents and carers to seek assurance that the providers
are carefully considering their own protective measures, and children should only attend settings that
can demonstrate this.’ The DfE has also issued guidance for parents and carers, which parents may find useful.
Reports to Parents

Everyone should have received the short Mid-Autumn Term Reports for parents on Friday.
These will help to show how the children have settled, their strengths in the reported subjects
and their next steps in learning. If parents do require any further information regarding their
child’s report please e-mail the class e-mail address and the class teachers will contact parents
as soon as they can.

Anti Bullying Week
This is coming up next week from Monday 16th –Friday 20th November. On Monday, November 16th, everyone will
find themselves hopping around in Odd Socks and we ask that everyone donates £1.00. Let’s see how much money
we are able to raise!
The money raised will go towards purchasing some new resource books that celebrate our diversity and wellbeing.
Remember Change Starts with Us!!

Makaton Buddies
The sign of the week is:
Father/Dad/Daddy

Face Masks
Thank you parents for
helping to keep our school community safe
during drop-offs and pick up times by
wearing a mask.

"father/dad/daddy"
tap fingers twice

Please continue to do this during this HalfTerm.

Reception Place for September 2021 Virtual Meetings
Please check the school’s website for a virtual tour of the school from the Home Page then book any
of the meetings below at www.southgrove.waltham.sch.uk
Monday 16th November – 5.00pm
Friday 27th November – 10.00am
Thursday 10th December – 10.00am
Wednesday 13th January – 10.00am

Great news for everyone who enjoys music! Ms.Bolulu, our
Music and Performing Arts Leader has added plenty of links to
great music resources on our Music Page on the school website.
Check them out here: http://southgrove.waltham.sch.uk/page.cfm?pageid=29
These give you many ways to enjoy and experiment with music; you can compose with Chrome
MusicLab, Bandlab and Amped Studio or you can join Ms.Bolulu’s Class on Bandlab, she will send you
assignments and tutorials. Just email: musicbox@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk to
ask for a registration code.
If you fancy learning something new or improving your skills, Ms Bolulu will also
soon be shooting Online Video Tutorials for the following:

Guitar

Singing

Recorder

Keyboard

When complete, these will be posted on the Music Page of our Website

Nursery
In nursery we have been learning about Bonfire night. We explored the colours, patterns and
sounds that fireworks make.

Reception
Some child-initiated play has been happening here in Reception. Inspired by the rocket firework idea, the children
designed and made their own rocket. First they sketched out their designs on the whiteboard. Then they used
soft bricks and tyres to build a large rocket. Finally they used their creation for role play. Sit tight everyone, we
are ready to launch into space!!

Year 1
In 1B we have started to learn about a new topic. This term we are learning
about celebrations.
We are writing about our favourite celebration.
We will learn how different celebrations happen in different cultures.

Year 2
In Year 2 in Maths we have
been looking at fractions and
finding half of a number and a
shape. We started a new Topic
- Healthy Living and discussed
healthy and unhealthy foods and
why it is important to eat
healthy food. Finally we made art
work in honour of the fallen
soldiers for Remembrance.

Year 3
In Year 3 this week we have enjoyed performing and identifying alliteration in poems

Year 4
This half term Year 4 will be studying the human body. The first week back we researched some of our vital
organs. Here are some posters we created.

Year 5
In Year 5, we even work hard during the school holidays. Over the half term break, we enjoyed getting creative
and completing our research projects. We chose our favourite London landmarks, drew them, wrote reports about
them and some of us even recreated them in model form. I think you will agree that we did an awesome job. We
are now looking forward to our next topic which is the Romans.

Year 6
This term we have been writing Greek Myths. I liked writing it because of the
characters and the lives of people in Ancient Greece. Over this term, I have
enjoyed looking at the improvements in my handwriting; it improved a lot since last
year. This has made me feel more confident in my work. I also like using different
types of punctuation, the Thesaurus for descriptive language and I like using the
Power of Three in my writing.
I will be making a recording of my Myth to put on the website. Take a look for it
soon. I especially liked Greek Day, it was the best day this term. My word of the
day is confident.
Leon 6M

PLM
During our play skills session the children took
part in different turn taking games and sharing
activities. This included Lego therapy and board games.

POPPIES
This Wednesday, 11th September, we will hold a minutes silence to remember those who have
died in wars across the world. Every year the nation unites to make sure that no-one is
forgotten and to remember and honour those who have sacrificed themselves to secure and
protect our freedom.
The poppy is a powerful symbol to help children to reflect on the horror of war and to discuss the
responsibility on us all to pursue peace. Please encourage children to buy a poppy. Thank you to everyone
who has already bought one - they are still on sale. Children should give as much as they can afford, but at
least 50p for a poppy and £1.00 for other items including hand knitted badges and hair bobbles. We also
have some metal badges of remembrance that parents may wish to buy for themselves.
Keep reading below for the first Sporting News of the year and for a chance to get
involved in a lovely Christmas window project organised by the Friends of South Grove
along with other schools in the area.
With my very best wishes

Julie Maltwood
Headteacher

!

School Games Marks
I am pleased to tell you that we have maintained our Platinum for the School
Games Award which is the highest you can achieve. The School Games Mark is
a Government led awards scheme launched in 2012 to reward schools for their
commitment to the development of competition across their school and into the
community.
In addition, to the KS2 award above, KS1 has also maintained their Gold award
for their hard work and commitment to school sport with the WFSSN (Waltham
Forest School Sports Network) Sport Award .

Finally, in all the midst of chaos last term, we managed to receive our Virtual
School Games Award which recognises our commitment, support and
engagement of virtual programmes during the Summer Term.

Competitions
This year, we are not able to take part in competitions outside of school. Therefore, we will continue to be
holding our Intra-school events as we have been doing for many years. The difference this year is that all of
the data collected is submitted to our Borough SGO’s (School Games Organisers) who will be totalling them
and then identifying the winner.

Intra-School Challenges- Cross Country
The first of our virtual competitions was a cross country event where the children were given a distance to jog
or walk. KS1 walked or jogged ½ a mile and KS2 jogged or walked a mile. Not many children were able to
maintain speed the whole course but this is something we will be working on as a whole school to increase
fitness and stamina levels.

Intra-School Challenges- Fitness
Our second virtual event was a workout to see how many sets of activities the children could do depending
on their year group. In KS1, they were given two minutes to complete 5 jumping jacks, 5 burpees and 5 high
knees. They would then repeat the set as many times as they could.
In KS2, their set consisted of 10 jumping jacks, 10 burpees and 10 squats. Year 3 had 3 minutes, Year 4 had 4
minutes, Year 5 had 5 minutes and Year 6 had 6 minutes.

PLM Intra-School Challenges- Venus Volley and Speed Bounce
Using an underarm throw, the children took it in turns to propel one bean bag towards the coloured targets to
score points. If the children found this easy, they were encouraged to use a racket to propel the bean bag
into the target.

The children then took part in Speed Bounce which is a notoriously difficult activity. They had 15 seconds to
jump over the centre divider.

Our next Virtual Competition:
The whole school competition for November is Sportshall Athletics. Sportshall Athletics consists of: a standing
long jump, a vertical jump, speed bounce, shuttle run and a chest push. PLM will be taking part in ten pin
bowling.
Each class has been assigned a ‘Virtual Competition slot’ in the playground during lunchtime where they
can get prepared. These will be taking place informally for a fortnight and then a class competition will be
held.

Sports Council
Things are a little different this year and the decision was made by SLT to keep all council reps the same as
last year. Therefore, if you were a member of the Sports Council last year, you continue with your whole
school responsibility this year. However, this year, I really need your help. Your task is to make sure everyone in
your bubble is as active and as happy as they can be. Please continue to support the Lunchtime Supervisors
to ensure the games are played fairly.

Intensive swimming sessions
Sadly, due to the government restrictions, we have yet to book in swimming lessons for Year 4. As soon as it is
safe to do so, we will let you know.

Photos of all the events will be loaded to the sporting area of the website ASAP.

Aspire to be the very best that you can be!

Miss Young

