
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19th December 2016 

Dear Parents 
 

 Stars of the Week  
 

N (am) –  Serra 
RM – Farhan 
RW – Abishaeha   
1B - Maria     
2K - Roisin  
3DM - Zizou 
4SH – Saad 
5M – Jet 
6M – Aurelian 
PLM - Chenella 

w/c 19.12.16 
 

N (pm)- Taheem 
RR - Ridwaan 
1A – Aman 
2F –  Shadia 
3D – Lutfiyah 
4B – Marti 
5D – Zoya 
6A – Habibah 
6Y – Darius 

  

  Attendance & Punctuality          w/c 12.12.16 
 

   Best Attendance                        RM & 1A 100%     
   Best Punctuality                           1A & 4B                                                           6M & 6Y 

                                                           
   Class that needs to improve          
   their attendance                           PLM 92.7%   
   Class that needs to improve           
   their punctuality                             2F 

 

 

Welcome to our last week of the Autumn Term!  This short week will be full of celebrations with the 

children’s Christmas Parties and our whole school Christmas Concert on Wednesday morning to 

finish the term off! 
 

We celebrated with the Infant Nativity last Thursday and Friday with packed appreciative 

audiences. Both performances were stunning with all children in Reception and Key Stage 1 taking 

part.  Each Year Group took a part of the story and they were fabulous in the songs they sung with 

the Makaton actions. Considering it was the Reception’s first major concert in front of a very large 

audience they were so confident and really enjoyed themselves. 
 

Well done to all the staff for their efforts and rehearsals to make it another 

memorable Nativity. Our particular thanks go 

to Mrs Turl who co-ordinated the performance 

and it was a particularly special one because 

it is to be her last as she leaves South Grove 

this week.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Goodbye and good luck!   

Mrs Turl has been at the school for the last 7 years and our music 

provision has been outstanding during this time. This can always be 

seen in the performances and concerts that are arranged. The 

children really enjoy their singing and have been taught so many 

songs. Introducing Makaton to our songs has really enhanced their 

enjoyment of singing and performing and it is down to Mrs Turl for introducing this to our singing to 

ensure it is inclusive for all children within the school.  
 



The introduction of music tuition has shown the school’s commitment to the teaching of instruments 

and children taking their first exams. This has added another dimension to the school and has been 

shown in many Musical Concerts at the end of each term. The children progress so much during the 

year that it is fantastic to see.  
 

Through these concerts we have also seen the hard work of Mrs Turl to teach recorders, guitars, and 

keyboards. These children also show how they improve during the year and particularly to perform 

in front of a large audience has been tremendous.  
 

Taking the children on musical experiences such as concerts at the O2  and Sing Up and singing 

within the local community builds on the children’s confidence and they have thoroughly enjoyed 

these times.  
                                                                     

Mrs Turl we will miss you very much and we will try to find someone who will continue with the 

excellent legacy of music at South Grove! Goodbye and good luck!  
 

 
 

South Grove Choir has a new member...! 
 

On Wednesday 14th December South Grove Choir took part in the Waltham 
Forest Music Service carol singing event outside Asda at the Mall. As we sang 
our hearts out with some Christmas favourites, modern and traditional, we 
drew a large crowd of appreciative shoppers. The Mayor of Waltham Forest, 
who was there collecting money for charity, enjoyed it so much he decided 
to join in with us! 
 

We also performed to the residents of Albany Court on Friday 16th 
December and will be singing to everyone in the playground at the end of 
school next Wednesday. Please come along and join in the festive fun!  
 

Please don’t forget the Christmas Concert this Wednesday at 9.15am – all welcome!   
 
 

Welcome! Welcome to Ms Annie Goddard our new SENCo who will join us full time in January. She 
is spending the next three days in school to ensure a smooth handover from Marion Giddings.  
 

Goodbye!  We sadly say goodbye to Ms Marion Giddings who has been our fantastic 
Interim SENCO for two terms. We thank her for all her hard work and dedication to 
South Grove pupils and parents and wish her all the very best for the future.  

 

 
                                                   Nursery and Reception transition questionnaires. 
 South                                        Thank you to those parents who have returned their questionnaires to us already.  If not   
 Grove                                         please ensure that they come back before the end of the week – your views are very  
                                                    important to us to help us improve our provision for your children. 
 

                                                   Please we need more! Have your say! 
 

 
 

Reading over the holidays 
 

This holiday is a great opportunity for you to encourage your children to have a 

good read over the holidays.  Remember they always have Bug Club to engage 

with too. The staff will be changing and adding to the children’s books for the 

Spring Term  so ensure they have read the ones that they have been given.  
 

 

Clubs for the Spring Term 

 

The letter to sign up for the new term of clubs came out last Friday.  Please sign up 

for these great opportunities – even if your child was in a club this term you still need 

to re-apply for the new term.  Remember the clubs fill up very quickly so don’t leave 

it too late! 
 

  



 

 
 

School Journey Secure a Place for 2017!  
 

With only a few spaces left (6) please ensure we get your slip and deposit in  
as soon as possible. 

If parents wish to ask about the School Journey please do not hesitate to come and talk to Miss Maltwood or  
Miss Young. 

 

OLIDAYS 
 

South Grove breaks up at 2.30pm this Wednesday 21st December for the Winter 
holiday. 
 

The whole school returns on Tuesday 3rd January at 8.45am   
 

There are NO staff training days either before or after Christmas – all children should be in. 
 

Parents need to ensure that if they have children at different schools to check the dates as 
very often they may be different. 
 

Congratulations to the Computing Council for earning their second Makewaves badge!   

 

The Computing council take part in a lunchtime club called Makewaves. During 
their Makewaves club, they complete different computing activities related to 
their Computing curriculum to earn badges for themselves and our school. The 
children worked extremely hard and earned the Logical Thinker badge this week! 
The children each were rewarded with a certificate to congratulate them. 
 

 

 

Applying for School Places 
 

If your child will be 5 between 1st September 2017 and  

31st August 2018 you only have until 

January 15th 2017 to apply to Waltham Forest Admission service 

for a Reception place. 
 

We still have one last tour of South Grove conducted by Ms Maltwood that you are welcome to attend: 
 

9th January at 9.15am and 1.30pm 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a restful and relaxing winter break with your children 

and hope that you enjoy whatever you do with them!  

 

January 3rd is NOT an INSET day. We expect to see all children back on 3rd January refreshed and 

ready for the new term! 

 

With my very best wishes,                        AND FINALLY….   

                         Pease check out the first          

                                                         South Grove Art Newsletter  

Julie Maltwood                                                                                 from Mrs Baker below … 

Headteacher            
 

 

H 



Art news – Autumn 2016 

Artsmark 

This year, we are working towards achieving the silver Artsmark status at South Grove. We are passionate about 

embedding the arts within our creative curriculum, through art, dance, drama and music. Our aim in working 

towards the Artsmark is to further enrich the amazing provision already on offer at South Grove. 

We strongly believe that this process should be driven by the children, so have therefore set up an Arts Council. 

Children from across the school will work with our Arts Leader to embed and promote the arts throughout the 

school community. 

‘Artsmark can help unlock the potential of children and young people, help to develop character and talent, and 

increase their knowledge and understanding’ (Artsmark, 2015). 

Arts Council 

This term our Arts Council have continued to help drive the arts forward across the school. Their role is to 

promote the Arts throughout school and ensure that all children have a voice in relation to what Arts activities 

are on offer.  

 

We met for the first time in September and discussed why the arts were important to us. We all decided that we 

wanted to get children in the school to experience a wide range of arts activities, and thought about how we 

could promote an activity linked to Black History month in October.  

  

Finally we decided to organise a drawing/painting competition across the school. Members of the Arts Council 

thought about and designed their adverts for the competition linked to the idea of inspiration. They shared their 

ideas with classes and promoted the competition themselves. They then collectively looked at entries and finally 

judged a winner for each phase group. The winners were announced in a whole school assembly where prizes were 

awarded. Winner’s fantastic work is currently displayed outside the small hall. The art council really enjoyed 

organising this competition and are aiming to hold a new art competition linked to photography in the spring term. 

 
 

The art council are currently working towards producing a school colouring book which they plan to sell next term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Creative Curriculum 
 

This term we have taken part in lots of creative activities across the school. These included: 

Nursery – Investigating colour mixing and producing their first paintings. 

 
 

Reception - Painting portraits of friends by looking carefully at facial features and where they are positioned. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year One – Designing and making hand puppets. Completing drawings with oil pastels of teddy bears and visiting 

the build a bear workshop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Two – Completing charcoal portraits of Florence Nightingale using a grid method to help with spacing and 

positioning of features. As well as this they took part in a Florence Nightingale theatre workshop. 

They also made wonderful 3D models which show you how to eat healthily. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Year Three – Making 3D models to show their family trees. Painting flags using different sized brushed to 

improve accuracy. 

 
Year Four – Taking part in an Egyptian theatre workshop. Designing and making death masks and sarcophaguses. 

Role playing mummifying a toy and making amazing costumes to wear on our Egyptian wow day. Making models of 

skeletons in groups and labelling with the scientific names of the bones. 

 
 

Year Five – Designing puppets and taking part in a puppet workshop. Making Roman shields and role playing 

Roman army strategies. 

 
 



 
 

Year Six – Designing and making Greek pots out of clay. Taking part in a Greek wow day. 

 

 
 

 

You can see more examples of children’s creative work in classrooms, on corridor displays and in sketchbooks. 

  
Well done to the children who produced amazing research projects this term. Winners’ work is currently on 

display in the library. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


