
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23rd January 2017 

Dear Parents 
 

 Stars of the Week  
 

N (am) –  Nikola 
RM – Douaa 
RW – Stefan    
1B - Zaynab     
2K - Ismael  
3DM - Amtul 
4SH – Khadija 
5M – Samy 
6M – Ansa 
PLM – Aissam 

w/c 23.1.17 
 

N (pm)- Abdus Samad 
RR - Chloe 
1A – Kamron 
2F – Madeeha  
3D – Dawud 
4B – Sabrina 
5D – Viktor 
6A – Azaan 
6Y – Cody-Marie 
  

  Attendance & Punctuality          w/c 16.1.17 

 

   Best Attendance                        4SH 99.6%     

   Best Punctuality                          RW & 4B 

 

   Class that needs to improve          

   their attendance                           1A 92.7%   

   Class that needs to improve            

   their punctuality                             PLM 

 

Celebrations with 1B! 

 

Well done to 1B for their lovely celebratory assembly. They shared with pupils, staff and parents the 

types of celebrations that people celebrate and enjoy. Their assembly included some very stylish 

moves in a dance to the song ‘Celebrations.’ The narrators did a fantastic job to keep the assembly 

flowing.  

 

We were treated to the story of how the order for the Chinese New Year characters came about 

and children shared their own personal favourite celebrations. 

 

I shared with the parents how confident and grown up the children had become since they were in 

Reception, and they really have matured. 

 

Well done to Ms Baruch, Ms Edwards and the children of 1B! 

 

Here are what our parents said: 
 

‘Really lovely watching the children enjoy themselves on stage.’ 
 

‘Smashing assembly 1B! Fantastic dancing… and I learnt a lot. Well done!’ 
 

‘I loved it, amazing!! The children were wonderful!’ 
 

Here are some of the photographs. The rest will be put onto the website.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
On behalf of the Governing Body we would like to say a huge thank you 
to Diane Hackney, our Local Authority Governor, who has made the 
difficult decision of stepping down from her role due to personal 
commitments. 
 

Diane, for the last four years, has supported the school whilst on the Governing Body both as Chair Of Governors and 
as an LA Governor. Her Link Governor role has always focussed on SEN and Inclusion, regularly meeting with the 
SENDCo, and sharing information with the Governing Body.  She joined South Grove at a 
time where support to the school was much needed to help move the school on from 
where it was. She was part of our very successful last Ofsted Inspection as Chair of 
Governors.  
 
We are grateful for all her support and encouragement and wish her well in the future. 
We will now be seeking to appoint another Local Authority Governor as soon as possible. 
 

******************************************************************************************************************************************************* 
Adverse Weather and Emergency School Closure Policy 
 
This policy has been developed to advise parents about what happens if the school needs to close at very short 
notice either because of adverse weather i.e heavy snow or forced closure such as no heating/water etc. The 
Governors approved this policy last week..  
 
Within the policy there are very clear guidelines for the school’s communication with parents. The ParentPay 
texting system would be used, as well as the school’s website from the home page called OpenSchool.  
 
Please read the advice so that you will be fully informed of the school’s procedures. You will also appreciate how 
important it is to ensure that your emergency contact details are kept up to date so that you will successfully 
receive the school’s texts and e-mails. 
 
The policy will be put onto the website this week so please ensure you have a look at the school’s procedures.   
 

 

CLUBS CLUBS CLUBS CLUBS CLUBS CLUBS CLUBS CLUBS CLUBS CLUBS  
 

Other than Dance Club and Maths Cookery Club which are full,  

there are still a few spaces in all the other clubs. 

 

Why not expand your skills and try something new?   

BOLLYWOOD DANCE  DRAMA   GYMNASTICS   MULTISPORTS   

AND MANY MORE! 

Just ask at the office 

 

CLUBS CLUBS CLUBS CLUBS CLUBS CLUBS CLUBS CLUBS CLUBS CLUBS  
 
Important Workshops for Parents - A Reminder … 

 
We will be running the following workshops over the next two weeks for parents 
with regard to SATs tests for children in Year 6 and for Year 1 there will be a 
focus on reading and phonics.  
 
These will be really important for parents to attend so that you can see how you 
can support your child at home. I cannot stress enough that your support can 
make a big difference to how the children approach what is a very important 
term in their preparation and success, so please do make a date in your diary to 
attend. They will last no more than 45 minutes but will give opportunity for you  

    to ask questions.  
 

This Wednesday 25th January 3.30pm - Year 1 – Reading and phonics focus  
Next Wednesday 1st February 3.30pm – Year 6 – To familiarise parents with the 
KS2 SATs   
 



 

South Grove Primary School is supporting Safer Internet Day 2017! 
  

South Grove Primary School is joining the global Safer Internet Day 
campaign to promote the safe and responsible use of technology.  
  

Coordinated in the UK by the UK Safer Internet Centre, Safer Internet 
Day will take place on Tuesday 7th February 2017 with the theme        
‘Be the change: Unite for a better internet’. 
  

Celebrated in over 100 countries, Safer Internet Day will see South 
Grove Primary School join hundreds of organisations right across the 
UK and globally to ‘be the change’ and help create a better internet.  
  

South Grove Primary School will be part of a nationwide day of action involving the #SID2017 social media 
campaign and youth events where young people will have the opportunity to have their say about the digital 
issues that affect them.  
  

Will Gardner, Director of the UK Safer Internet Centre and CEO of Childnet, said: 
 

“Safer Internet Day is an opportunity for everyone across the UK and globally to unite for a better internet. 
Whether you are a young person, parent, carer, school or organisation, we can all ‘be the change’ and take 
positive actions to make the internet a better place. Hundreds of schools and organisations have pledged their 
support for Safer Internet Day and it is this collaboration that helps ensure Safer Internet Day has such a 
positive impact, reaching 40% of UK children in 2016 and growing year on year.”  

  

Each year group will take part in a range of differentiated activities to highlight the positive uses of technology and 
to explore the role we all play in helping to create a better and safer online community. 
  

 
 

Fire Alarms and Emergency Evacuations 
 

Last week the fire alarms went off (later found to be a false alarm) and so, of course, the whole school 

made their way to the large playground as per our fire evacuation procedures.  We always treat every 

alarm as if it is real and immediately put all evacuation procedures into place. 
 

Because of the time of day this occurred there were still quite a number of parents in school.  We 

realised that this is something that has not happened before with such a large amount of parents so 

wanted to let you know where you should go if this happens again. 
 

At the sound of the alarm you must quickly make your way to the gazebo area of 

the large playground and stay there. Please do not look for or go to your child and 

please do not linger around any of the gate areas such as out of the Nursery or into 

the large playground as this hinders the staff bringing the children through to their 

assembly points, making the evacuation take longer than it needs to be.  I’m sure 

you would all agree that if a real fire situation occurs we need to be able to get the 

children out as quickly and calmly as we can. 
 

All the staff are very well rehearsed in the evacuation routines so please be assured that they will be 

looking after your children. 
 

 
 

Kingswood School Journey -Summer 2017- Last Few Spaces 
Years 4, 5 & 6 
 

We (both children and staff) had so much fun on this 
adventure the last couple of years and luckily for you we still 
have a few spaces left for this Summer ( 7th – 10th July)! 
 

If you’re not sure what it involves come and have a chat. 
 

It’s a wonderful chance for the children to develop mind, 
body and soul in a safe but adventurous way! 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Special Chinese New Year Celebration Meal 
 

This will take place this Friday, 27th January  and, as always, children who are usually packed lunch or 

home dinners can swop on this day but please make sure you let us know or sign up at the office 

straight away so that we can tell our cook how many extra portions she needs to prepare.  
 

Sweet & Sour Chicken 

Beef in Soy Sauce 

Vegetable Chow Mein 
 

Egg Fried Rice 

Green Beans / Garden Peas 
 

Pineapple Rings & Custard 

Banana Fritters & Ice-Cream 

Fresh Fruit Platter 

 
 

 
 

 
Just a reminder from Mr Puddifoot about how you can log in at home to enjoy electronic books that 
have been selected and downloaded specifically for your child. These should be read alongside the 
reading book provided for your child by the teacher. 
 
To make Bug Club’s ‘homecoming’ as easy as possible, there is a handy trouble shooting guide for 
parents with lots of useful information including how to log in, allow pop-ups, clear caches, find help 
and more. 
 
The up-to-date link to parent support for Bug Club: 
  

https://goo.gl/VgCi3l 
  
As for accessing Bug Club, parents can go just use: 
  

Bugclub.co.uk 
  

The school code is MWJL 
 
Bug Club will work on a PC, Mac, an iPad, or other type of tablet computer. 
 
Please see the handy notes at the end of this newsletter 
 

 

With my very best wishes,   

      

 

 

Julie Maltwood     
Head Teacher    
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Welcome to Bug Club

What is Bug Club?
Bug Club is a finely-levelled reading scheme, which ensures that all children 
can find books at exactly the right level for them. What’s more, there are online 
versions for every printed title and a personalised website for each child.

Using the printed books
Inside every printed book there are notes to help you make the most of reading 
with your child.

Inside Front Cover: for younger children, these 
notes identify difficult words with which children 
may need help and give ideas and strategies 
to help you feel confident that you know how 
best to help. For older children, the notes are 
intended to deepen each child’s understanding 
of the book. They provide background 
information about the time or place the book 
was written or sometimes information about 
the author or illustrator.

Inside back cover: these notes suggest puzzles and challenges that help 
children think about their reading. These include ‘Find it!’ activities that encourage 
children to revisit the text; ‘Share it!’ tasks that may involve making or writing 
something; and other tasks that offer ideas for further reading.

Using the online reading world
If you have access to an internet connection, your child can enjoy reading Bug 
Club books online as well as in print. Each child has a unique homepage, and 
can log into it by following these steps:

1. Go to www.activelearnprimary.co.uk

2. Enter the login details.

3. Your child’s homepage will appear.

Pupil homepage

Dear parent or carer, 
Our school has recently acquired a reading programme called Bug Club that 
we’d like to share with you. Below you will find key information about the 
scheme and how you can get involved. We hope that you and your child will 
love these books and enjoy reading them at home. 

Login details
School ID:

Username:

Password:

Reading Bug

Bug Notes
Interesting Words

Help your child to read and 

understand these words:

kerfuffl e shiver me timbers

blubbed chocks away

ashore hiccupping

matey certifi cates

Ask your child to read pages 2 

and 3. Do they think the Potter 

family are happy? Ask them 

to reread these pages using 

appropriate ‘happy’ expression. 

They may want to change their 

expression when they read the 

last sentence on page 3.

Skill Builder

Reading Bug

Top
Tip

Find some more 

books about 

pirates at home, 

or in your local 

library.

Verb Charades

Write these words on strips of paper:

peered   snivelled   helped  

pottering   gasped

Ask your child to read each word 

silently, and then act it out for you. 

Can you guess the words?

Story Detectives

Bug Time fun is 

on the back page!
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What was in the 

Parrot Perk-up?

Memory mangle!

Reading Bug

Bug Time!
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Draw it!
Draw and label a picture 

of your own pirate. Give 

them a good name like 

Captain Kev Kerfuffle. 
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Reading a book online
We allocate books to your child according to their reading levels. These books 
will appear in the 'My Stuff' area of their personal homepages. 

Throughout the books there are quiz 
questions for your child to complete. To 
answer a question, just click on the bug icon. 
Your child does not need to finish all the quiz 
questions in one sitting and can come back to 
a book later. 

When your child has finished all the quiz 
questions in a book, he or she will earn 
‘Active Learn Coins'. By reading more 
books, your child will earn enough coins

to buy a reward in one of the many reward schemes. The answers to the quiz 
questions will be sent back to our teacher site so that we can see how your child 
is progressing. We will also be able to assign more books for your child to read if 
the virtual book bag is running low.

When your child has finished a book, it will move to 'My Library'. Children can 
read these books again if they want to, or they can choose new books from 
‘My Stuff’.

Getting involved
The reader
Until they are fluent readers, younger children will benefit from reading aloud 
to you as often as possible. By the time they are in Years 5 or 6, many children 
prefer to read silently to themselves. Create quiet opportunities for them to do so, 
but then talk to them about the book they are reading.

Sharing reading
When sharing a book with your child, try to take opportunities to talk about the 
book – before, during and after reading.

Before reading: look at the book cover and talk about your child’s expectations. 
Is the book likely to be fiction or non-fiction? Have you read other books together 
about these characters or by this author? What does your child think the book is 
going to be about?

While reading: support your child when unknown words need tackling: you can 
sound them out, split them into syllables, or identify suffixes and prefixes. Remind 
your child to listen to the words while reading them, to make sure that they make 
sense. Have a ‘meaning check’ every now and again to ensure that your child 
understands the text.

After reading: talk about the book. What was it about? Did it match your child’s 
expectations? Ask questions beginning with the words how and why to check 
that your child has been able to read between the lines. Ask whether anything 
seemed puzzling. Then ask your child to explain what the best and worst bits of 
the book were, and why.
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