
 

 

Newsletter 26  
 

 3rd April 2020 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and children, 
 

School Closure Special Newsletter 
We are now on our second week of school closure and still trying to get ourselves in a routine and a 

different way of working. As always, I hope and trust that all of our South Grove Community are well 

and keeping safe.  
 

The last week of what would be the Spring Term, we have had just a few children coming in as part 

of the key worker or vulnerable childcare provision. Staff Team B on this week’s rota have enjoyed  

doing lots of different activities with the small class. They are continuing to really enjoy Joe Wicks Kids 

Workout each morning at 9:00am. Even the adults have said it is challenging!! Check it out if you 

haven’t already, it is a great way to break the day up for the children. 
 

Keeping in touch with our South Grove Community  

 

Thank you to all you who have sent in what you are doing at home and the 

fun you are having. Further in the newsletter you will see what some of our 

school community have been doing! 

In order to keep in touch with you and the children, we are encouraging 

parents to post through the parent email, any activities that they or families 

are doing throughout the day or week that you may wish to share with 

others in the school community. We will keep posting new activities to access and give you ideas to 

engage the family. The email address is: parents@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk  
 

Reminder of Year Team E-mails 

Also to keep in touch we have set up Year Team emails so that you can communicate with your 

child’s class teachers: 
 

Year Group  Year Team Email  

Nursery  yearn@Southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Reception  yearr@Southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 1 year1@Southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 2 year2@Southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 3  year3@Southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 4 year4@Southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 5  year5@Southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 6  year6@Southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

PLM PLM@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 
 

Parents have already started to e-mail their Year Team teachers with queries etc or just to say hello 

and enquire how everyone is doing! 

 

Home Learning  

All Year Groups should now be set up with Google Classrooms and 

parents should have received their children’s USO numbers from 

their teachers Year Groups. With this staff are able to upload work 

to Google Classrooms, the children can then access the work, and 

the children are able to interact with their teacher about their work 

or just to say hello! It will help for everyone to feel connected during 

what is a very strange time for us all. Please let us know via the Year 

Team email or Parent email if you are having difficulties with this. We will be able to support you to 

gain access.  
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Working Online 

We are aware that many of you with your children will be working online whilst working remotely 

from home. Miss Marable our Computing and E-Safety Lead has found some very useful reminders 

and activities for children and parents about how to keep them safe online. 

Here is the general guidance:  

 

The children’s Year Team Teachers will be posting the appropriate guidelines for their Year Groups 

as well as weekly reminder tasks for children, so that children are constantly reminded about how 

they can keep themselves safe with parental support.  

 

 

 



 

Parents and children not being able to access online activities:  

We would be very grateful if you’d let us know if your child/children are 

unable to access the internet or online activities.  Please contact the school 

so that we can support you in any way we can to ensure your child has 

access to remote learning whether it be online or on paper.  

 

We will keep adding new ideas each week to support you at home with the 

children.  

 
 
 

 

 

Important Information Regarding School Meals  
 

Following the COVID-19 guidance on free school meals sent out by 

the Government, Waltham Forest have produced  guidance to 

support schools in the borough in meeting their obligation that every eligible child has access to 

food throughout the current COVID-19 pandemic.   

 

In these unprecedented times we will waiver charges for food to children of key workers which at 

South Grove means Key Workers children who are in school because their parents are working will 

not be charged for their meals even if they are not entitled to FSM. 

 

During the school’s second week of closure there has been a brilliant uptake of FSM food bag option. 

This started on Wednesday 1st April and is available to those pupils who are eligible for benefits relating 

to FSM (not UIFSM) 

 

Waltham Forest Catering Services can now provide a weekly food bag that can be available for 

pupils or guardians to collect from schools. This option will be available each Wednesday with 

Wednesday 8th April being the next date for collection and available to those pupils who are eligible 

for benefits related FSM.  

If you collected a bag this week we will assume you want one every week until you tell us differently. 

If you did not collect a bag this week but are entitled and would like to at any point in the future WE 

WILL NEED TO KNOW IF YOU WANT THIS ON A FRIDAY BY 11.30AM AT THE LATEST FOR THE FOLLOWING 

WEDNESDAY PICK-UP so if we haven’t been able to speak to you please email us on: 

parents@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk or leave a message by pressing 1 on the school phone (the 

reporting a child absence option) so that we order the correct amount of food. 

 

The food bag will contain enough food for five lunches for each child and will consist of the 

following food items:  

 Loaf of brown or white bread 

 Tin of tuna  

 Tin of baked beans  

 6 eggs 

 1 litre fresh milk 

 Pasta x 500g 

 Box of cheese triangles 

 Cucumber and carton of cherry tomatoes  

 5 pieces of fruit (apple, pear, satsuma, banana)  

 Fruit yogurts 

  

Note: This food offer may be subject to change depending on seasonal and supply chain availability.   

 

Collection points: This is at the school, and as we need to minimise people coming onto site this will 

be provided outside the Main School Office in good weather under the shelter. Please stand at the 

purple cones.   
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Collection times: pick up slots are from 10:00am-1:30pm on Wednesdays to minimise contact and 

queuing – use the same time that you were given for this week.  If you are unsure please contact the 

school.  Please ensure you bring large bags – even a trolley if you have several children! 

 

No food will be eaten on the premises. 

 

Where families may not be able to collect the food due to illness or self-isolation the school will  

support families with the arrangement for friends or relatives to collect on their behalf. Families will 

need to let the school know the contact name of the person coming to collect on their behalf.   

 

If families have any queries please do contact the school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Gardening Fairy….. 
 

The Nursery and Reception garden had a visit from a garden fairy this week! New hedging had 

been ordered to add into the existing hedge and it needed to be planted now! 
 

So, in-between my normal Head Teacher activities, armed with a shovel and green muddy wellies, I 

took a little bit of time out to spend in the EYFS playgrounds with only a black cat for company. It 

was a very tranquil time and the new hedging looks great! The children now have a daily job of 

watering it so that it grows well! Take a look…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Tessa Ratcliffe 
 

It is with sadness, and due to the current situation with Coronavirus,  
Ms Ratcliffe has made the difficult decision to get back home to her 
family in New Zealand whilst she was able to. 
  

In these unprecedented times, family becomes only too important 
and special. She has made the right decision. 
 

She told us that she has really enjoyed working at South Grove, 
with all the staff and the pupils. She will miss South Grove and we 
will miss her! We wish her all the very best for her future career in 
New Zealand.  



 

Friends of South Grove Competition! 
 

 



 

 

School Streets are extending their consultation up to Thursday 9th April. Please 

make sure you use the opportunity to give your views by sending back the leaflet or emailing 

schoolstreets@walthamforest.gov.uk 

 

 
We wanted to share a few thoughts and reflections as we approach, what 

under normal circumstances would be our Easter break.  As we have said, 

these are unprecedented times and at South Grove we are doing everything 

we can to maintain contact to support with home learning and family well-

being.  

 

This week I have experienced my first couple of days working at home and it is odd to think this is the 

last day of the Spring Term. I’m sure many parents and carers feel the same.  

 

As a school we really do appreciate and congratulate you personally for the last couple of weeks, 

beginning to educate your children from home, and for some of you to try and work from home also. 

We understand that this can be so challenging and a very different experience from the children 

being at school during the week. Very well done to you! 

 

We feel the most important thing you can do at the moment is to spend time with your child/children 

as they will be finding this very strange and will pick up on anxieties of people around them. They will 

also be missing the routine of the school day and interaction with their friends. Please take time to be 

patient with yourselves and the children to find a new ‘norm’ as we are all trying to do. It’s going to 

take us time to adjust.  

 

We have got through the last two weeks and it is finally the Easter holidays. We can get through this 

together!  Over the Easter Weekend we will all be doing very much the same as South Grove 

families, with the important message to stay safe and well and stay at home!  
 
You will be pleased to know that teachers will not be setting any work over the next two weeks, but 

have suggested some fun activities if you want to use them with the children. Please continue with 

routines and make the most of more quality time together. 

 
Remember that each and every one of you is missed and we cannot wait to have the South Grove  

family community  back together again. The building is just not the same without all of you!  

 
 

 

Hoping that everyone keeps themselves and their families safe.  

 

 

With my Very Best Wishes from,  

 

 

 

Julie Maltwood and all the staff at South Grove 

 

 

 

We received these lovely pieces of work below from children across the school 

which have really brightened our week! 

Please read below…. 



 

The surprise visitor written by Mariam - 1D. 

 

On Sunday morning I had finished eating my breakfast & had a big 

surprise! Oh noooooo there was a Tiger in the kitchen, he jumped onto 

the table, he was huge, he had big teeth, claws too & I was very 

scared I thought he was going to eat me!! But he was kind, friendly & 

looked at me & I looked back at him. He stayed a while then left, he 

didn't say much just looked around & at one point he even opened his 

mouth so wide and that's when I saw his big sharp teeth. Watch out he 

might be visiting your place soon...! 🐯 

 
Mariam’s mum let us know about the website which enabled them to 

have a 3D tiger in their house!: 

 

This is both a fun & interesting way to learn about animals & view them 

in 3D my kids have loved doing this. Please find link below: 

 

https://inews.co.uk/news/technology/3d-animals-google-list-lion-

tiger-panda-penguin-shark-view-2519570 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s just one day of Rosie from 1B’s work last week. She sent us a full timetable of what she’d 

been up to every day – Well Done Rosie – you’ve certainly kept busy! 

 

Wednesday 25th March 2020 

Reading Bug Club “Frog Fights”, Pit Stops done (game) 

Maths Year 1 Targeted Practice Workbook.  Exercises 17-21+ challenges (pages 9-12). 

Counting 2,5,10 

ICT-Sci/Geo Science- The water Cycle- explained online, then asked Rosie to draw the water cycle 

Spanish Greetings and “how are you” 

English &Phonics Phonics- Handwriting spelling list year 1-2 

Topic Gardening- Planting cress, carrots & flowers.                National Geographic kids 

animal quiz. 

Typing n/a 

PE Online gymnastics with Joe Wicks 

Images of the 

day 

                               
Maths                                       The Water Circle                             Seeding& 

watering 
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Roisin from 5M wrote this smashing piece about The Lord of the Rings: 

 
My version of the end of THE LORD OF THE RINGS 

 

This piece of writing starts in the third movie of the lord of the rings where Frodo is tricked by Smeagle 

and tells Sam to go home.  

 

After Frodo told Sam that he was not needed, Sam started to pack his belongings; Frodo and Smeagle 

carried on with the ring mission. A few hours later Sam had found the remaining members of the 

Fellowship of the Ring and told them everything about Frodo and Smeagle, how Frodo is being tricked 

by Smeagle and where the two are and where they are going. Straight away, Aragon told Sam to jump 

on the back of his horse and the gang set of at full speed to catch up with the ring bearer and the 

devious creature.   Meanwhile, Frodo and Smeagle where climbing the stone stairs and had finally 

reached the top of the mountain. Unfortunately, the orks were already at the top and were waiting to 

kill, the two were running for dear life until they hid in a tree and waited for help. Luckily the 

Fellowship of the Ring arrived quickly and were slaughtering the Angry orks. Frodo looked back at 

Smeagle and smiled happily but Smeagle instead of smiling back he said bye, bye and pushed Frodo 

down to the orks, fortunately, he landed at the back of legolace’s horse. Once all the orks were killed, 

Smeagle jumped down from the tree and tried to run away but Sam saw him and jumped on the 

malicious creature and pointed his sword at his neck. Frodo didn’t want to kill him, but he tried to kill 

Frodo. The little hobbits talked to the others and decided on taking Smeagle because once they had 

destroyed the ring, Smeagle’s curse will disappear, but they kept him on a chain. Unfortunately, the evil 

master, Sauron, found out that his army had been killed and was not happy, so he was spawning 

thousands of more orks which took a few days.  

 

In the meantime, all of the kingdoms were now travelling to help Gondor fight the army of orks. Whilst, 

the gang was galloping on their horses to mount doom to end the ring.  

 

Now that the army has arrived at Gondor, it was the biggest battle in history. Many orks and men were 

killed but, in the end, all of the orks were slaughtered. The next day everyone had a massive party and 

had a lot of fun, but the Fellowship of the Ring were finally at the top of mount doom and were ready to 

throw the ring into it. While they were standing there, it was like they were about to melt. Finally, the 

ring was thrown and everyone or thing that was under the curse was free; also the evil master turned 

into a nice man with a family and all of his helpers were turned into people again. 
 

 

And finally… 

 

 

Iris from 4B wrote:  

 

The cat has decided I need to stop working now! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

     Here’s something for the ‘holiday’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
With Spring here, we would like to see as many children as 
possible scooting to school – we would like you to design a 
poster promoting scooting to school. 
 
Your poster could include: 

 The health benefits of scooting  

 The air quality benefits of scooting  

 The cost and time saving benefits of scooting  

 A route on how to scoot to your school  

 How to scoot safely 

 Why scooting is fun  
 
The winning poster design will win scooter storage for your 
school and scooter training for Year Two – please send your 
designs to roadsafety@walthamforest.gov.uk by 1 May 2020 

 

 

 
Name ____________________________________ 

Class_____________________________________ 

School ____________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name ____________________________________ 

Class_____________________________________ 

School ____________________________________ 
 

 

SCOOT FOR SPRING 

POSTER  COMPETITION 
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