
 

 

Newsletter 2 
 

16th September 2019 
 

Dear Parents 
 

Stars of the Week  

 

 

 

1B - Joel 

2F – Furqan 

3P – Zurelle 

4B – Subhaan 

5H – Amine 

6M – Talya 

 

w/c 9.9.19 

 

 

 

1D – Joel 

2DM – Tiffany 

3SH – Sia 

4H - Igor 

5M – Abdullah 

6Y – Riyan 

 
 

Stars of the Week  
 

N(am)- Armaan 

RM – Kainaat 

1B - Zainab 

2F – Daisy 

3P – Taylah 

4B – Yusuf 

5H – Venessa 

6M – Rayan 

PLM – Thea 

 

w/c 16.9.19 
 

N(pm) - Oisin 

RMA – Anais 

1D – Hussain 

2DM – Fatoumata 

3SH – Marco 

4H - Harris 

5M – Maja 

6Y – James 

 

 

Attendance & Punctuality       w/c 9.9.19    
 

 Best Attendance           RMA & 6M 100%          
 

 Best Punctuality   RM,RMA,1B,3SH,4B,5H, 

                                 6M&6Y                                       
 

 Class that needs to improve  

 their attendance               PLM 88.8%               
 

 Class that needs to improve    

 their punctuality                 3P    
 

It has been lovely to welcome some of our youngest South Grove children who 

started school in Reception and had their first full days in school last week. It has 

been a real pleasure to meet everyone and welcoming all our new families. All the 

children came so well prepared with pristine uniforms, book bags and water 

bottles, and if they could manage to carry them, PE bags! Thank you to all our new 

parents for arriving on time. It really helped!  
 

Our Nursery 2 children have also returned, including those that are full-time. Our new Nursery children are 

visiting with their parents to help settle them in, although one or two have told their parents to go home as 

they don’t need them to do this!  We will continue to welcome new families across the school and particularly 

new Nursery children over the next few weeks.  
 

Summer Fair – L&Q Donation 
 

At the Summer Fair L&Q, one of the construction companies working 

on the new development on South Grove, brought along their 

donation to the school. It was a fantastic builders shed that they have 

built especially for the Nursery children to use in their role play outside. 

Not only that but the shed was full of equipment that the children can 

play with – hi-vis jackets; hard hats; play bricks, and a wheel barrow. 

Chalkboard paint and chalks were provided too for the children to 

label their own builders shed. 

 

The children had great fun playing with it on Friday so I am sure they 

will have many hours fun with it in the Nursery outdoor area. A huge thankyou to L&Q for  

                                  making this for the children! It is very much appreciated! 

 
 

 

 

It was a lovely warm evening to start the new term with a late Summer Fair. 

Thanks to the Friends of South Grove for organising stalls for face painting, henna 

patterns, a raffle with great prizes, bric-a-brac, bouncy castle, cup cake 

decorating and a coconut shy stall.  The cake stall looked yummy and of course 

popular! The BBQ was very busy with Miss Spain in a cooking frenzy of burgers 

and sausages! A great team effort with parents serving them up!  

 

Thank you to Mr Kendrick and Sarai (even though now an ex-pupil, like many others who couldn’t keep 

away!) for providing the music which everyone greatly appreciated! Thank you to all the parents and staff 

who came, supported and helped with the event, and to all those who stayed to clear up. A fantastic effort 

by all!  

The Friends of South Grove counted the money today and a magnificent was raised by the event!  

 



Best Attendance for the academic year 2018-2019 

On Monday 16th September we had our Star of the Week Assembly as 

normal. However, there was much excitement in the hall. As the 

children entered they noticed very quickly that there was a shiny new 

red bike at the front of the hall. On the table was a white box with the 

word ‘iPad’ written on it.   The children had to wait until we had 

celebrated the Stars of the Week and the best class attendance and 

punctuality for last week before we could see who would win the 

fantastic prizes. 
 

All the children that had achieved 99.4% attendance last year were 

put into the KS1 and KS2 draw. 
 

The first to be drawn out was Amaan from 5M who looked a little 

shocked to be winning and receiving the iPad as his prize. As was Joel 

from 1B, who came to look at the new bike he would be taking home with him! Well done to both children for 

their excellent attendance!  
 

We would like to say a huge thank you to the generosity of Aquinas Education for the bike and Not Just 

Electrics for the iPad. 
 

 

 
 

We’re here to help!  

Can I encourage all new parents and families to South Grove to engage with the teaching and support staff, 

ensuring that they have all the information they require so that we can continue your child’s learning journey 

in a positive and valuable way.  If there are any queries regarding any aspect of your child’s education and life 

at South Grove please do not hesitate to contact the class teacher initially, or ask at the school office 

where our Administration Team will be more than willing to answer any queries you may have.  
 

 

Whole school assembly – WE Day and WE Day Workshops  
 

WE assembly last Friday was incredibly thought provoking and empowering. 
 

Our special guests from WE came and gave a talk about the organisation and shared with us the 

concept that ‘Change Starts With Me’.  South Grove will be considering what fundraising we will be 

doing this year and will kick it off with Harvest Festival.  
 

The WE workshops in Year 5 and 6 were really interesting and the discussion included local issues 

that affect all of us. Some of those discussed were homelessness and food poverty, pollution and 

crime. South Grove will be supporting The Salvation Army this academic Year and they will be 

coming to take part in our Harvest Festival on October 11th.  
 

WE organisation will be helping us in our quest to get the Gold Accreditation with Unicef this 

academic year.  If you would like to be part of the Steering Group for Rights Respecting Schools, 

please see Ms Spain for more details.                         
                  

 
 

 

Pupil Voice 
Please note that this week is the last chance for the children’s applications to become part of these as they 

need to be in to the school office by Friday 20th September. Please support your child in writing their 

nominations as this is a really important part of the school’s work and improvement to ensure we have the 

pupil’s voices heard.   

 

 

 



 

Presentations to Parents  
Please make a note of the dates below for the Presentations to Parents for each Year Group. These are an important 
opportunity to meet your child’s teacher and to find out how and what the children will be expected to learn in their 
Year Group this year. They will also focus on the key areas of development for the school. Included within the 
presentation will be how parents can support the class teacher with your child’s development. Year 4 had theirs last 
week and we look forward to seeing you at the remaining meetings.    

                              Tuesday 17th September  Year 2 & Year 5 
  Wednesday 18th September Year 1 
  Thursday 19th September Year 6 
  Tuesday 24th September                Year 3 
                              Wednesday 25th September          Reception 

                                                                  Nursery will have theirs once we have finished the Autumn intake 
 

 

Book Amnesty at South Grove  
The school is still trying to retrieve library books from before the summer holidays. The amount 
of books not returned to the library at the end of the Summer term equates to a substantial 
amount of money and could be over £400.  The books missing are assigned to individual 
children’s accounts so we are aware of the books missing and the children that took them out. 
Mrs Hunter-Leitch will be re-issuing letters on my behalf to those families where the books 
continue to be outstanding. The school simply cannot lose these amounts of books and 
continue to provide this really popular service to the children and one which I very much wish to ensure all children can 

access as a supplement to their reading book chosen with their teacher.  
 

I would be very grateful if families could have a good search at home for any books belonging to South Grove whether it 
be library or reading books. A box will be situated in the Library area for children and adults to put them in. I do 
understand that sometimes books get caught up within home books and would be very grateful for everyone to check. 
Let’s see how many we can get back to their rightful place! 

 
Home Reading: With regard to reading, please ensure you continue to read with your child and 
sign their reading record book on a regular basis (at least 4 times a week, but more would be 
great!).  
 

Also within the home reading record book is your child’s access password to Bug Club where you 
child can access another set of reading books and supports parents to read and engage with their 
child’s reading. If parents have any difficulty with this or do not have access to the internet please 

let your child’s class teacher know.  

 

Stay and Play Sessions  

South Grove’s Stay and Play sessions start next week and are held every  

Tuesday from 9.00 – 10.30am 

Please come and join us to ensure that we can keep the sessions running. It is a great opportunity to 

meet other parents and toddlers in the South Grove community.  
 

We have a couple of parents who will support in the running of the sessions, but the more we can 

rely on parental support to help we would be very grateful.  
 

Attendance and Punctuality   
Punctuality and good attendance are essential for all pupils 

to ensure they can benefit from their education and reach 

their full potential, both academically and socially. We try 

to ensure that all pupils achieve maximum possible attendance 

and that any problems impeding full attendance are identified 

and acted upon quickly, our attendance target this Year is 97%. Last year our attendance was 96.2% 

Attendance continues to be a whole school priority this year. You can help by ensuring non urgent dental or 

medical appointments are made after school or during the holidays. Thank you to all the parents who are 

already doing this. Last year we did not meet our target and our attendance was lower mainly due to 

illnesses and unauthorised leave from school. We follow government guidance about issuing fixed penalty 

fines and where appropriate taking parents to court for failing to ensure regular attendance at school. 

Where there are problems returning to school from abroad we would like to request proof of the original 

flights as advised by our Education Welfare officer.  It is the responsibility of the parent to inform us 

where that child is and if no contact is made we have to refer on to the safeguarding services as we do 

not know if that child is safe. For the first couple of days this term 11% of our children were absent.  

 



 Parents are welcome to speak tor Brigid Montgomery, the Extended School Leader or the class teacher if 

they have any concerns about their children’s attendance. Please always contact school if your children 

are absent as soon as possible. Again, thank you to all the parents who already do this.  

 
 

Scoot Week  
The children had some fabulous scoot sessions last week. They all were very well equipped with 
helmets and knee pads before they set off. With clear instructions from the instructor, the children 
scooted confidently around the playground to some great music. It was a great experience for those 

who are not used to either scooting or riding a bike. They were very active for 
their 30 minutes slots. The staff also had a go and were quite good!! 
 
If your child does have a scooter and wishes to scoot to school then 
please ensure that a substantial lock is used to secure it to one of the 
school’s new scoot parks located just at the entrance to the school and 
one by the Markhouse Road gate entrance.  
 

 
 

 

Inclusion Coffee Mornings 
 

These are all at 8.45am – 9.45am 
 

Tuesday 15th October 
Tuesday 10th December 
Tuesday  4th February 
Tuesday 24th March 
Tuesday 19th May 

Wednesday 1st July 
 

All parents of children with additional needs 
very welcome to come to any or all of these 

 
 

Living Green Screen in Key Stage 1 
 

Our new green screen was delivered and installed on Wednesday 11th September. It 

still has to have another section at the end by the gate installed, but it does look great 

as it shields the playground now from the busy Markhouse Road.  
 

It requires watering every day and whilst the children are very keen to do this, it is 

very dependent how much gets onto the ivy to help it to grow!  
 

If any parents wish to get involved and help us to water towards the end of the day 

when they come to pick up their children we would be extremely grateful! 
 
 

 

Reminders – Parents Emergency Forms to be updated  
 
You will have received a yellow emergency contact and medical information sheet for 2019-2020. It is very important 
that parents update their contact information sheets so please look out for them but please return by the end of the 
week.  Thank you to all those families who have returned theirs. 
 

We would also request that if you have an e-mail address to note this down as we send out our school 
Newsletter each week and will often wish to send out messages via parent’s e-mail. If of course, parents do not 
have an e-mail address copies will be available from the school office.  
 
 
  



 

 

 Year 4, 5 & 6 Intensive Swimming 

 

This is for selected children who will have been 

informed and is every morning for two weeks and 

started today Monday, the 16
th
 September. Make sure 

swimming kits are brought in each day. 

 
 

 

 

Applying for Reception Places for September 2020 & Tours of South Grove 
  
If your child will turn five between 1st September 2019 and 31st August 2020 (DOB 1.9.15 to 31.8.16) you will need to 
apply for a school place.  
 

The school has been notified that there will be no Reception Booklets sent out to schools. All the children in our 
Nursery who need to apply will be given a letter about this. 
 

If you would like to know more about the school please come along to one of the following tours of the school led by 
Ms Maltwood: 

Wednesday 9th October at 9.15am 
Monday 14th October at 10.00am 
Friday 8th November at 10.00am 
Thursday 21st November at 9.15am 
Wednesday 4th December at 9.15am 
Wednesday 8th January at 9.15am                         Please tell any family or friends that have children of this age  
 

 

School Dinners 
 

School dinners are £2.16 per meal £10.80 per week and they still 
represent good value for money, providing a hot, nutritionally 
balanced meal for the children. 
 

We are still using Parent Pay to pay for school dinners (please remember that a choice should kept for a whole half term) 
and for Breakfast Club, After School Clubs, Music Lessons and school educational trips in this way too. 

 
We feel that this is a more accessible way of paying.  Online is the best way to pay and if you would like help 
setting yourself up online please come and ask at the school office. 
 

If you think you may be entitled to Free School Meals, Year 3 parents will have to apply again to ensure they 
continue with their entitlement after Year 2.   
 

Across the rest of the school we urge parents who may be entitled to free meals to apply for it as the school could receive 
extra funding for the children.  Please do so even if you want to provide your own packed lunches for your children or if 
they are in Reception, Year 1 or 2 and are receiving Universal Infant Free School Meals.  It’s a very simple online form on 
the Waltham Forest website and you should receive a decision immediately.  Ms McLean in the office is happy to sit with 
parents and help them with the form. 

 

 

with my very best wishes,                   DON’T STOP NOW!   

      2 MORE PAGES BELOW…  

                          
 

Julie Maltwood                                                                   

Headteacher                                                  

 
 



Last Summer our lunchtime Knitting Club made a lovely blanket which they donated to Zag Zag Children’s 
Service at Whipps Cross.  In the holidays Ms Montgomery took it to the hospital and here’s the lovely 
letter the Centre sent the children along with some photos: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Who Needs Gold – We’ve Got Platinum!! 


