
 

 

Newsletter 30 
 

13th May 2019 
 

 

Dear Parents 
 

 

Stars of the Week  
 

N am – Abdullah  

RM – Isaac 

1B – Adam 

2A – Stafan 

3H – Edward 

4B – Ellis 

5D – Aisha 

6M – Muhammedali 

PLM – Jacob 

w/c 13.5.19 
 

N pm – Tola 

RW – Jude 

1DM – TBC 

2F – Jason 

3SH – Adelajda 

4SH – Yu Tao 

5M – Omar 

6Y –  Abdifatah 

 

 

Attendance & Punctuality       w/c 6.5.19 
 

Best Attendance                     5D & 6Y 100%           
 

Best Punctuality                       3SH, 4SH & 5D  
 

Class that needs to improve  

their attendance                        2F 91.2%               
 

Class that needs to improve      

their punctuality                          RW 
 

School Attendance since September         96.2 %        

 

The Victorians  

What an excellent assembly Year 5 produced on Friday! It was packed full of fascinating facts 

about living in Victorian times and we actually met Queen Victoria! It felt like a scene from the 

movie Oliver with urchins dressed for a hard life of work as an employed worker. The children sang 

songs around working life as a child, the National Anthem to welcome Queen Victoria and within a 

Victorian Classroom.  
 

The audience were treated to facts about Queen Victoria’s early life and becoming queen. The 

children showed just how hard it was for children in Victorian times as they had to work for a living 

instead of going to school until an Education Act was passed that allowed children to have an 

education. However, as I said to the children at the end of the assembly, it was a very strict regime! 

The teachers were fearsome (Year 5 pupils loved playing these roles clearly!) Great links were made 

to current day and the issues that children are now supporting with i.e global warming etc. 
 

A well-polished performance Year 5, fantastic work! Thank you to Miss McCarthy,  

Ms Deniz and Mrs Rawat for supporting the children to do so well.  
 

Here is what the parents had to say: 
 

‘Very nice. Well down! I loved it!’ 
‘Very good. Well done Year 5!’ 
‘I would pay for a ticket to see such an amazing performance!’ 
‘Well done Year 5! Great assembly!’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Year 4 Trip – Brightsparks Concert at the Royal Festival Hall   
 

Last Tuesday our Year 4 pupils were lucky enough to watch a performance by 

the London Philharmonic Orchestra at the Royal Festival Hall. This trip tied in 

with their learning about Benjamin Britten and his Young Person’s Guide to the 

Orchestra and Sea Interludes.  It also included an audience participation 

song, which involved singing and dancing alongside the orchestra which was 

greatly enjoyed by all! 
 

 



 

Good Luck and our very best wishes to all Year 6 pupils and staff! 
 

By the time parents read this the children will have already completed their 

Grammar, Punctuation and spelling paper.  So just to wish all Good luck to Year 

6 in their SATs this week. They started today, Monday 13th May and continue 

until Thursday 16th May. Parents, it will support your child if you encourage a little 

revision each evening, ready for each day of their tests.  This needs to be 

followed by a little relax and early to bed so that they feel refreshed and ready 

to go for the next day. 
 

As always we have tried to organise the tests so that the children feel as 

comfortable as possible and familiar with the adults that have supported them all year.  
 

Please remember that we are offering the children breakfast each morning at 8:00am. This will help 

to settle them for the day and be an opportunity for staff to spend time with them. If they do not 

come then please ensure that they are in school by 8:30am to ensure they have time to settle to 

their day before they take their tests. If there are any concerns please contact your child’s class 

teacher,   Ms Spain or myself.  
 

                                  Please note that, until Friday, the pedestrian gate in Ringwood Road will be kept 

                                  closed between 8.50am and 3.05pm.  This is so that the children are not 

                                  disturbed in the mobile classrooms where the tests are taking place. Please use 

                                  the alleyway to the right of the entrance down to Camden Road where the gates  

                                  will be open. 
 

 

This is the message that was sent last week to all of our Year 6 children from their teachers: 

Dear Year 6 children, 
 

Next week you will be sitting your SATs tests for maths, reading, grammar, punctuation and spelling. 

We know how hard you have worked but there is something very important you need to know: 
 

The SATs test does not assess all of what makes each of you special and unique. The people who 

create these tests do not know each of you the way that we do and certainly not in the way that 

your families do.  
 

They do not know that some of you speak two languages or that you love to sing or draw. They 

have not seen your natural talent for dancing or playing a musical instrument. They do not know 

that your friends can count on you to be there for them; that your laughter can brighten the darkest 

day or that your face turns red when you feel shy. They do not know that you participate in sports, 

wonder about the future, or sometimes help your little brother or sister after school. They do not 

know that you are kind, trustworthy and thoughtful and that every day you try to be your very best.  

The scores you will get on the test will tell you something, but they will not tell you everything. There 

are many ways of being smart. You are smart! So while you are preparing for the test and in the 

midst of it all, remember there is no way to ‘test’ all the amazing and awesome things that make 

you, YOU!  
 

You have all worked incredibly hard this year and we are very proud of you. 
 

Miss Marable, Miss Young, Mrs Perna, Ms Maltwood and Ms Spain 

 

If your child has been offered a place in our Reception class 

for September from the borough’s Admissions department, you 

should have also received a letter from us by now.  If you 

would like to come for a practice lunch with your child please 

remember to return the slip to the office as soon as possible. 

 

If you did not get the school that you were hoping for, ensure that the 

Admissions department know that you wish to stay on the waiting lists which are 

held until 31
st

 December 2019.   

 

After this time you will need to reapply to Admissions if you want to continue 

to stay on the waiting list for South Grove. 

 



 
 
 

Nursery Spaces and Open Sessions  
 

We are currently offering Nursery places for September so if you have a child who will be 3 by 31st 
August this year and need a Nursery place please apply now at the school office.  We have a limited 
number of 30 hour places as well as the usual 15 hours.    If your child will be 3 by 31st December 2019 
and you have the 2 year old entitlement code, we may also be able to offer your 
child a place for September.  Speak to Ms McLean in the office if you would like 
further information. 
 

If you would like to visit the Nursery we have some open sessions coming up but 
these must be booked at the office as numbers are limited:  
 

Tuesday 11th June 9.45am – 10.45am  or  1.15pm - 2.15pm  
Thursday 13th June 9.45am – 10.45am or  1.15pm - 2.15pm 
Friday 21st June 9.45am – 10.45am or  1.15pm - 2.15pm 

 

 

 

Walk to School Week 2019 
 

Walk to School Week 2019 runs next week from 20th-24th May and 

this year is celebrating its 90th anniversary! 
 

The aim of the week, as always, is to get as many students and grown-

ups (parents, teachers and other school staff) around the UK to unite in 

one week of walking to school. 
 

Let’s try and get as many of our families, where possible, to take up the 

five day walking challenge next week to become more active, out there enjoying the spring 

sunshine and helping lower pollution.  We’d like to see everyone who can, walking! 
 
 

 

Welcome! 
 

Today we welcomed Miss Melinda Jones who started as our 
new PE and Sports Coach Cover Supervisor.  She will be 
working closely with Miss Young, our PE Co-Ordinator, to 
continue to build on the high quality sports provision at South 
Grove. 
 

This week she will be getting to know the children and staff across the school and we will 
all welcome her and help her to settle in to life at South Grove!  

 
 

 

Attendance Reminder  
 

We would like to remind you that any absence linked to a school 

holiday will require medical evidence or will be classed as an 

unauthorised absence.  When booking holidays please consider that we 

do finish the school year earlier than other schools to give you the 

opportunity to book a slightly earlier Summer break.  
 

We know that as parents you must value your children’s education and 

missed days are missed learning opportunities.  
     



School Dinner Choice 
 

Please remember that a lunch choice of either school dinners, 
packed lunch or home dinners should be kept for the whole 

half term.  
Please do not swop during this time or you may be charged for 

meals not taken. 
 

 

Healthy Packed Lunchbox 
 
 

At South Grove we are a ‘Healthy School’ and we encourage the children to eat 

healthily.   
 

If you choose to give your child a packed lunch please ensure that it is a healthy, 

balanced meal.  No sweets.  Please try to find a healthy alternative to crisps.  Here are 

some packed lunch suggestions: 
 

A healthy packed lunch is low in salt, fat and sugar.  Include: 

 a good portion of starchy food – wholemeal bread or roll, chapatti, pitta pocket, 

pasta or rice salad. 

 fruit and vegetable / salad – apples, satsuma, cherry tomatoes, carrot sticks, fruit 

chunks,  cucumber, celery 

 a dairy food – cheese, yoghurt or milk 

 protein food – meat, fish, egg, hummus 

 a drink – pure fruit juice , semi skimmed milk or water 
 

Remember –  NO sweets or chocolate 

                         NO fast foods                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                         NO fizzy or sweetened drinks 

                         NO NUTS- including in spreads such as Nutella 

   

EID 

                 

With Eid just after half term please 
remember to fill in a form at the office 
if you will be taking your children out of 
school to celebrate. 
 

 

 

 

 

with my very best wishes,            

                                                     THIS FRIDAY’S ASSEMBLY    

                                                                           WILL BE LED BY 1DM  

Julie Maltwood                                                                  9.15AM – ALL WELCOME!                                                      

Headteacher               

 



 


