
  

 
 

 
Newsletter 31  

 

 8th May 2020 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and children, 
 

School Closure Special Newsletter 
 

 

We hope you are all well and keeping safe. The weather has helped us again this week and does 

help to keep our spirits up doesn’t it as we look forward to warmer weather. Thank you for your 

continued support and resilience as we continue through the Summer Term. 
 

Even though it is not replacement for real school, it is encouraging to see many more children are 

engaging with Google Classrooms since the Easter Break. If you do have access online please 

encourage and support your children to engage with the activities that are planned. 
 
 

Head Teacher Star of the Week Awards assembly – Check out our  

first one! 
 

We thought if we can’t be together for our normal Star of the Week Assembly we will  

bring them to you! Our first one is now published on the website with the Powerpoint that goes with 

it. It is also available on Google Classroom Assemblies (Code awdgj6a ) for you to view. We will 

continue to record them on Monday and will be published on the website fairly soon after, so 

please look out for this.  It will include children from Nursery to Year 6 and teachers have particularly 

selected those that are doing some amazing work at home.  Certificates will be scanned to parents 

e-mail addresses.  
 

Checking In 
 

It continues to be such a busy time in school and online and really  

wonderful to see all of the fantastic learning activities submitted  

on Google Classrooms in the last couple of weeks. There are many examples of this in our weekly 

round-up page at the bottom of the newsletter.  
 

We have been in touch with many families again this week regarding getting everyone online and 

connected that can be – thank you for your efforts to do this. It is a new way of working for all of us 

and we appreciate your patience and efforts. Staff will continue to ring families next week.  
 

Staff will continue to respond to your requests and queries via e-mail, and teaching staff when they 

are in on their rota are contacting parents via telephone to check in to see how you are all getting 

on.  
 

We are very appreciative or our families and the support you are giving to the children’s learning. 

Please remember that you just need to do what you can and we totally understand the challenges 

of home schooling. It has been really lovely to be in contact with many of our families this week with 

problem-solving, finding out how you are and what support you might need.  
 

 

Keeping in touch with our South Grove Community  
 

 

Keep sending in what you are doing at home and the fun you are having, to share 

your ideas for entertaining and keeping occupied! Thank you to those of you that 

have sent in some lovely examples this week of what you are getting up to, it is 

much appreciated and helps us continue through these unusual times. Send them 

to parents@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 
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South Grove’s Happiness Wall ….its growing!! 
 

Just to keep our spirits up and maintain a sense of community and belonging we are developing a 

Happiness Wall at school in our Library Area. What we would like is for all children, staff and 

parents is to simply take a photograph of the one thing that makes them happy, put a caption with it 

and simply send it to the parent email address at parents@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 
 

Here are some  examples already sent in: 

 

                     

I am Urwa from nursery my teddy bear makes me happy 😁  

 

 

 

Raees in Y3 and Radhia in Nursery said:  

Both our parents are front line NHS workers.  

We are very proud of our parents. 

 

 
 

 

Our Happiness Wall is beginning to grow and we are almost ready to launch 

our first group of contributors next week, so please look out on the website for 

them. It has really cheered the staff up collating them, so I am sure you will love them. Please keep 

them coming in.  
 

 

VE Day Celebrations  
 

We enjoy a special Bank Holiday on Friday 8th May to commemorate Victory in 

Europe Day. The official VE Day celebrations have certainly been significantly 

reduced due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but we still aim to mark the 75th 

anniversary of this important event. 

 

We have already shared ideas for each Year Group on how to celebrate VE Day, 

albeit not in school but at home, on the home page of the school website.  

Teachers have also put ideas into Google Classrooms on how to celebrate. This 

includes how to make and design homemade VE Day bunting and original 

English recipes, so that families can create their own VE Day experiences at 

home. 

 

Don’t forget that there is a national Sing-A-Long just after the Queens Speech! 

Enjoy your celebrations.   

 

Please share some of your celebrations next week by uploading to Google 

Classrooms or via the parents@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk email address. 
 
 

 

Reminder of Year Team E-mails 
Remember: To keep in touch you can use the Year Team emails to communicate directly with your child’s class 
teachers: 

Year Group  Year Team Email  

Nursery  yearn@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Reception  yearr@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 1 year1@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 2 year2@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 3  year3@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 4 year4@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 5  year5@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 6  year6@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

PLM plm@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 
 

Many parents are already e-mailing their Year Team teachers with queries etc or just to say hello and enquire how 
everyone is doing! Please continue to do this or just contact the school office during the school day. 
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Home Learning Reminder – Important Message 
 

Each week – new work. 
Please make sure that you go to the Year Group Home Page and check out the week’s activities 
before beginning your week’s learning. 

 

All Year Groups have now been set up with Google Classrooms and parents should have received their 
children’s USO numbers from their teachers Year Groups. With this staff are able to upload work to Google 
Classrooms, the children can then access the work, and the children are able to interact with their teacher 
about their work or just to say hello! It will help for everyone to feel connected during what is a very strange 
time for us all.  
 

Each Monday new work is set by each Year Team teacher and this is posted on Google Classrooms, so please 
ensure that you check your child’s Google Class each Monday morning for new activities. We have tried to 
give you a range of activities where you can decide when you are able to do them with the children according 
to your own work/home routine and access to devices.  
 

Please let us know via the Year Team email (see above) or Parent email if you are having difficulties with this. 
We will be able to support you to gain access. We know that only a few of you are so far so please do not 
hesitate to contact us.  
   

 
 

Parents and children not being able to access online activities:  
 

The focus for staff continues to establish how children are doing with their home learning.  
 

Teaching staff are continuing to contact you all to ensure that those who can work online are able to get on and access the 

activities. They are working hard to identify those children and parents who do not have access to the internet or a device to 

work on line from. Hopefully by the end of next week we will have identified those families and then make arrangements for work 

to be set in another way. 
 

It is really important for the children to access some learning each day. I continue to look at each Year Group on each Google 

Classroom to see who has been able to access and how they are doing.  
 

Please be patient with staff, we are working hard to ensure that we can help your child access the learning or find alternative 

ways if not.  
 

We would be very grateful if you’d let us know if your child/children are unable to access the 

internet or online activities.  Please contact the school so that we can support you in any way 

we can to ensure your child has access to remote learning whether it be online or on paper.  
 

We will keep adding new ideas each week to support you at home with the children.  
 

Activities  in school this week  
On Tuesday we had a well-being day where we didn't even turn on the computer. We started the day with a self 
esteem lesson with the theme ' Why I am GREAT!'  We looked at what makes us special and what we value in life.  We 
spoke of our hobbies and our strengths and weaknesses.  We then drew around ourselves and completed our own 
silhouettes.  They're currently hanging up in Miss McFarlane's classroom.  We found out from this 
that we are all grateful for our key workers and our families.  So we then created rainbows, using  
cotton wool and wool which we could hang up to show our keyworkers our thanks.  To show our  
loved ones we care, we created stick art using sticks and cardboard.  To end the day, we  
completed some geometric playground  
art using chalks. We also drew an  
enormous thank you sign in the  
large playground. 
 

Miss Young 



  

 
On Thursday the children were busy making banners.  We've taken photos of them (and us) holding them up.  Take a 
look... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms McNaughton 
 
 

 
 

Free School Meals Weekly Food Bags 
 

With people’s circumstances changing due to the current situation it is really worth checking  
to see whether you would now be entitled to free School Meals by going to: 
 

https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/content/free-school-meals 
 

If you find out that you are now entitled, please let us know and we can provide a food bag every Wednesday. 
  

On a temporary basis, children of groups who have no recourse to public funds are now also eligible for FSM. 
If you feel you qualify under this new rule please apply by using the form at the end of Newsletter 30 and sending it to 
us or contact Ms Montgomery or Ms McLean in strictest confidence on a Monday, Wednesday or Friday on  
020 8521 6000 who can send it for you. 
 
 

If your child has been offered a place in our Reception class for 

September from the borough’s Admissions department, you will soon be 

also receiving a letter from us. 
 

Remember that you should have accepted or declined the offered place 

with Admissions by 30
th

 April so if you haven’t done it yet do so 

immediately.   

 

If you did not get the school that you were hoping for, please ensure that the 

Admissions department know that you wish to stay on the waiting lists which are held 

until 31
st

 December 2020.  After this time you must reapply to Admissions if you want to 

continue to stay on the waiting list for South Grove. 
 

 

 

Remember that each and every one of you is missed and we cannot wait to have the 

South Grove family community back together again. The building is just not the same 

without all of you! 
 

   

 

Finally, there is growing speculation regarding the ease of current lockdown measures and 

the subsequent opening of schools. I will of course keep you updated on this matter, 

following guidance from the Department of Education and London Borough of Waltham 

Forest. The return to school will be a complex process and require significant planning to 

ensure safety for all. All of the staff at South Grove are missing our children and families very 

much and are looking forward to welcoming you back, whenever that may be. 
 

Hoping that everyone in our community keeps themselves and their families safe.  

 

with my very best wishes from,  

 

 

Julie Maltwood and all the staff at South Grove 

https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/content/free-school-meals


  

Thank you for the messages and please know that we really appreciate the work you are 

all doing at home with your children  
 

 

 
                                                                                                    
 
 

                                                                                          Isla 2DM & Noah 4B have both been very poetic this week                                                                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

It’s been a rough couple of days  

Wanna know if your okay 
  

Watching the news to see what's down 

Outside someones got a frown   
  

Covid crisis is hard for us all  

It can make us cry in a ball  
  

But don’t  let your hopes fall  
  

It’s been a rough couple of days  

Wanna know if your okay 
  

NHS are the best (wait) 1...2...3 
  

Better than all the rest (wait) 1...2...3 
  

Stay indoors we all need a test (wait)1...2...3 

  

It's been a rough couple of days 

                      ^ 

                 Extend   
  

 WE LOVE YOU NHS!!!!!!!! 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brielle in 6Y spent a few hours creating a 

digital fossil as part of her topic work 

 
 

riel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aleeza RM and Anayah Nursery have been 

making delicious looking cakes 
 

 
 

Daisy 2F has done some great work on  

the fight to cut plastic waste 

 

 
Mohamed 3SH made an excellent  

timeline showing the events in WW2  

 



  

 


