
  

 
 

 
Newsletter 32  

 

 15th May 2020 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and children, 
 

School Closure Special Newsletter 
 

 

We hope you are all well and keeping safe. The weather has helped us again this week and does 

help to keep our spirits up doesn’t it as we look forward to warmer weather. Thank you for your 

continued support and resilience as we continue through the Summer Term. 
 

Preparation for the future 
 

In preparation from the Government’s announcement on Sunday regarding a national roadmap to 

ease lockdown, Waltham Forest and the Unions have been working with Head Teachers to develop  

a strategy for primary schools to potentially begin to open for specific Year Group based on 

individual school needs.  
 

We have been applying the key principles to our own school and thinking very carefully about safe 

practices and arrangements for a potential phased return, whenever that may be.  
 

We know that the Government has shared its national guidance to primary schools on Thursday 14th 

May, so will we be further developing a more detailed Risk Assessment and Strategic Management 

Plan and hope to share key information with you as soon as possible. This will be based on the 

ultimate key principle of the health and safety of all pupils, staff and parents.  
 

Please refer to the letter I have sent you all with an update via Parent Pay Email addresses.  
 

 

 

Head Teacher Star of the Week Awards assembly – Check out our  

second  one! 
 

Thank you so much to everyone who has been accessing the Star of the Week  

Assembly on Google Classroom Assemblies (Code awdgj6a ) for you to view.  There have been 304 

of you so far this week. We will continue to record them on Monday and will be published on the 

website fairly soon after, so please look out for this.  It will include children from Nursery to Year 6 

and teachers have particularly selected those that are doing some amazing work at home.  

Certificates will be scanned to parents e-mail addresses.  
 

Checking In 
 

It continues to be such a busy time in school and online and really  

wonderful to see all of the fantastic learning activities submitted  

on Google Classrooms in the last couple of weeks. There are examples of things children have been 

up to in our weekly round-up at the bottom of the newsletter.  
 

We have been in touch with many families again this week regarding getting everyone online and 

connected that can be – thank you for your efforts to do this. It is a new way of working for all of us 

and we appreciate your patience and efforts. Staff will continue to ring families next week.  
 

Staff will continue to respond to your requests and queries via e-mail, and teaching staff, when they 

are in on their rota, are contacting parents via telephone to check in to see how you are all getting 

on.  
 

We are very appreciative or our families and the support you are giving to the children’s learning. 

Please remember that you just need to do what you can and we totally understand the challenges 

of home schooling. It has been really lovely to be in contact with many of our families this week with 

problem-solving, finding out how you are and what support you might need.  
 



  

Keeping in touch with our South Grove Community  
 

 

Keep sending in what you are doing at home and the fun you are having, to share 

your ideas for entertaining and keeping occupied! Thank you to those of you that 

have sent in some lovely examples this week of what you are getting up to, it is 

much appreciated and helps us continue through these unusual times. Send them 

to parents@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 
 

 
 

South Grove’s Happiness Wall ….its growing!! 
 

Just to keep our spirits up and maintain a sense of community and belonging we are developing a 

Happiness Wall at school in our Library Area. 
 

Mr Puddifoot has now created the Happiness Wall in Google Classrooms for you all to see – 

many of you have already accessed this ( Classroom code chl3i2h ). 
 

Please continue to send them in so that we can have as many of our pupils, parents and staff 

community represented.  
 

 What we would like is for all children, staff and parents is to simply take a photograph of the one 

thing that makes them happy, put a caption with it and simply send it to the parent email address at 

parents@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 
 

Here are some more examples already sent in: 

 

                     

                                                                                         Joe from 3SH is happy painting a lizard  

                                                                                 and growing his hair!! 

 

 

 

Ro                                        Rosana from 5H is happy cooking 

                                                                           delicious twisty pastries 
 

 

Please keep them coming in 
 

 

A Big Shout Out! 
 

A big thank you to Mr Puddifoot for all his work on keeping the 

website and our Google Classroom projects such as The Happiness Wall 

and our Star of the Week Assemblies.  

 

He is also working behind the scenes supporting staff and parents with 

accessing online learning platforms, virtual meetings etc!  

 

Star of the Week for Mr Puddifoot for his excellent ICT Support! 
 
 

 

Even though schools are closed, the big prize draw with National Book Tokens is back for a 

seventh year! 
You could win £5,000 of National Book Tokens for your school’s library, ready to spend when schools 
reopen – and if your entry is picked, you'll also get £100 of National Book Tokens to spend on yourself! 
 

Just go to https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools and nominate your 
school of choice (South Grove of course!) 
 

Plus, visit nationalbooktokens.com/create for your chance to design a gift 

card and win a £10 National Book Token – emblazoned with your artwork – for yourself and each child in 
your class!  Why not give it a go?  It could be you… 
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Continued Reminder of Year Team E-mails 
Remember: To keep in touch you can use the Year Team emails to communicate directly with your child’s class 
teachers: 

Year Group  Year Team Email  

Nursery  yearn@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Reception  yearr@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 1 year1@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 2 year2@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 3  year3@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 4 year4@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 5  year5@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 6  year6@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

PLM plm@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 
 

Many parents are already e-mailing their Year Team teachers with queries etc or just to say hello and enquire how 
everyone is doing! Please continue to do this or just contact the school office during the school day. 
 

 

Activities  in school this week  
 

This week Miss Diniz and Miss McFarlane looked at minibeasts and specifically focused on Butterflies and 
Bees. We worked as a whole team and created our own minibeasts using tissue paper and then we all got to 
make our favourite bee species craft – we all really liked the ‘Ashy Mining Bee’. We enjoyed learning some 
interesting facts about bees, such as: The body parts of a bee; Bees have 5 eyes; 80,000 bees can fit in one 
hive and honey is basically bee vomit! Lastly, we were able to see how pollination helps to grow all different 
sorts of fruits and vegetables for us to enjoy. We can’t imagine a world without the bees.  To keep us fit and 
healthy we did not just have Mr Joe Wick’s to keep us entertained, we also had the one and only Mr Faal 
who kept us very fit setting up different circuits involving football, basketball, javelin and hula hooping. On 
Wednesday the lovely Miss Young set up a zoom meeting and managed to organize an animal workshop 
where Safari Pete showed us a selection of different animals. We watched a snake being fed mice! Miss 
McFarlane could not cope with this and was screaming. To sum up the workshop we found it fun, 
informative and scary! We found time to relax and watch ‘Bee Movie’ to help us understand a little more 
about Bees.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Hay Festival, an annual literacy festival, is free  

online this year with some lovely activities for families...take a look.  
 

https://www.hayfestival.com/digital 
 

The 2020 programme for schools has been created especially for learning at home, bringing authors straight 
from their house to yours from Monday 18 – Friday 22 May. 
 
Each day, from 8am onwards, you can see two primary (years 3-6) authors introduced by Konnie Huq and 
two secondary (years 7-10) authors introduced by Jenny Valentine. These events will be available to watch 
again on Hay Player and you can access teaching materials to support learning before, during and after the 
festival. 
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Free School Meals Weekly Food Bags 
 

With people’s circumstances changing due to the current situation it is really worth checking  
to see whether you would now be entitled to free School Meals by going to: 
 

https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/content/free-school-meals 
 

If you find out that you are now entitled, please let us know and we can provide a food bag every Wednesday. 
 
We have just been informed that this will not happen on Wednesday 27th May in what would have been Half Term but 
will start up again on Wednesday 3rd June.  
  

On a temporary basis, children of groups who have no recourse to public funds are now also eligible for FSM. 
If you feel you qualify under this new rule please apply by using the form at the end of Newsletter 30 and sending it to 
us or contact Ms Montgomery or Ms McLean in strictest confidence on a Monday, Wednesday or Friday on  
020 8521 6000 who can send it for you. 
 
 

 

 

 

Remember that each and every one of you is missed and we cannot wait to have the 

South Grove family community back together again. The building is just not the same 

without all of you! 
 

   

 
We very much miss the vibrancy that our children and community bring to South Grove. It will be a 

long journey back to those days, but we look forward to the start of a safe journey.  

 

Hoping that everyone in our community keeps themselves and their families safe.  

 

with my very best wishes from,  

 

 

Julie Maltwood and all the staff at South Grove 

Thank you for the messages and please know that we really appreciate the work you are 

all doing at home with your children – it’s good to have a break every now and then too… 
 

 
 

                   Nathan from 5H drew this brilliant picture 
                                    of Captain (now Colonel) Tom Moore 
 
 
 
 
 
                                            Idrees 5M & Zakariya 6Y  
                                                have been out and about in  
                                                Nature:  
 

 
“When we get cabin fever during the lock down we go our  

for daily exercise on bike rides to nice places like the Wetlands” 
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