
 
 

 
Newsletter 37 

 

29th June 2020 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and children, 
 

Re-Opening of the  School  Special Newsletter 
 

 

We hope that you are all keeping safe and well. Our circumstances continue to develop in this ever 

changing climate. Thank you for your steadfast support and resilience as we move through the 

Summer Term,  
 

Welcome back! We are getting there…. 

 

Our school felt a little more like ‘normal’ last week where we welcomed back Year 1  

and Reception pupils on a part-time morning basis, as well as Year 6 attending full-time 

alongside our Special Resourced Provision and Key children that continue to attend.   
 

We were so proud of the way the children came back so beautifully and of how parents socially 

distanced and waited patiently. The children adapted to the new routine and behaviour code of 

socially distancing so well. One of our Nursery children reminded the others in his bubble last week 

saying ‘that is not two metres so can you move a bit.’ If nothing else the children will be so aware of 

estimating in measurement!  
 

It is lovely to see children and their parents again! These groups have now returned full-time this week 

as, having monitored the numbers, we can safely do this.  
 

Wider Re-opening….Year 5….  
 

We are currently surveying Year 5 parents to see if they would like their children to return back to 

school for the last two weeks of term. This may be part or full time, and this is dependent on the 

numbers wishing to return. This will support them with transition to Year 6.  
 

Please remember that we have, consistently, applied the key 

principles to our school of only opening when we feel it is right and 

safe to do so and thought very carefully about safe practices and 

arrangements for a potential phased return.    
 

 
REMEMBER: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Remember: 
 

Yr 6 8.30 – 3.00pm - enter 

& exit through Ringwood 

Road 
 

Yr 1 9.00 – 2:30pm - enter 

& exit through Ashford 

Close 
 

Rec 9.15 – 2:45pm - enter 

& exit through Camden 

Road 
 

Key Children inc PLM  -

8.45-3.15pm enter & exit 

through Ringwood Road & 

the office 
 

All bikes & scooters need to 
be locked 

Coming in…New times  



Head Teacher Star of the Week Awards assembly  
 

We hope you’re continuing to enjoy the Star of the Week Assembly on Google  

Classroom Assemblies (Code awdgj6a ).  There have been 343 of you so far this week.  

Thank you for congratulating the stars for this week! 
 

Well done to everyone who continues to submit their learning online or through email and communicate 

with their teachers.  
 

We are thoroughly enjoying the amazing work that children are doing at home, with your support.  Keep 

being stars and shine bright! 
 

 

                                 please continue to check in with us! We know that not all  
children are coming back to school this term so it is really 

                                                                                       important that we keep in touch  
 

                                           Thank you for continuing to access Google Classrooms. It has been heartening to 

see all the fantastic learning activities submitted. There are examples of things children have been up to in our 

weekly round-up at the bottom of the newsletter. Please send it through – photographs uploaded to Google 

Classrooms can be used or simply send to the relevant parent e-mail.  

 

We continue to be in touch with families regarding getting everyone online and connected that can be – thank 

you for your efforts to do this. We appreciate your patience and efforts. For those that cannot, ensure you pick 

up your learning packs from the Main School Office.  

 

Staff will continue to respond to your requests and queries via e-mail, and teaching staff, when they are in,  

continue to contact parents via telephone to check in to see how you are all getting on and that you are safe and 

well. Staff are more than happy to talk to parents and the children!  

 

We are very appreciative or our families and the support you are giving to the children’s learning. Please 

remember that you just need to do what you can and we totally understand the challenges of home schooling.  
 

 

Keeping in touch with our South Grove Community  
 

 

Keep sending in what you are doing at home and the fun you are having, to share your ideas for 

entertaining and keeping occupied! Continue to send in examples this week of what you are getting 

up to, particularly sport activities this week. It is much appreciated and helps us continue 

through these unusual and transitional times. Send them to parents@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 
 

To contact your child’s teacher use the year group emails here: 

Year Group  Year Team Email  

Nursery  yearn@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Reception  yearr@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 1 year1@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 2 year2@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 3  year3@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 4 year4@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 5  year5@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 6  year6@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

PLM plm@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 
 

 

 

 
 

Free School Meals Weekly Food Bags 

FINAL WEEK 
 

This week will be the last week we provide food bags for any child entitled to Free School Meals - please can we 

ask that you come to collect from 3.30 – 5.00pm.   

From week commencing 6th July we will be providing vouchers for all those entitled to Free School Meals so, if your 

child is in school, you will need to send in a packed lunch 

Please ring the school office if you require any clarification. 

Check your eligibility at:   https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/content/free-school-meals 

If you find out that you are now entitled, please let us know. 
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Activities  in school last week – Key Children 
Last week the children were learning about the story ‘Trombone Shorty’. They 

started the week by listening to the story and writing a recount and book 

review based on it.  In Maths we were learning about data handling and how 

different information is presented and interpreted.  
 

The children also watched a tutorial on drawing football pandas! Take a look 

at the great results below! 
 

In our afternoon sessions we started our topic based on World War ll. We 

began by looking at the causes of the war and identifying which countries 

were involved. We finished off the week by making gas masks which were 

worn by people to protect them from poisonous gases during the war. 

Ms Haq 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6 Children 
With many of them having returned to school full time last week, our Year 6s have been discussing 

how they feel by answering the question Are you ready for the New Normal? Here’s what a couple of 

them had to say: 
 

             Omar 6Y 
 
 

Overall I feel like I am not ready for the new normal. The new normal is too scary for me and social distancing is really hard in 
places like shops that are inconvenient because everyone is “on top of each other”. This is not great because at least one person 
in those long lines has that virus so it will easily spread because people don’t follow the social distancing rules.  Additionally, we 
have technology to do work, socialise and play as we are in the next generation and we can just buy items from the online store 
and purchase all our needs. I don’t think people will take the circumstances with respect because the environment was doing 
really well until the traffic came. Now the environment is falling into deep despair. I like staying home, it is warm and safe and 
not dangerous and that I can go near people in my house and I can talk to my neighbors through the fence. Although coming to 
school is a really fun time, it does have flaws.  
 

Overall schools good because there are teachers and that is super fun. I respect the Government’s plan to take people back to 
school as they might be bored and sad. 

                                                                                    Shanze 6Y                      Shanze 6Y 
 
 
 
Year 6 also spent a lovely afternoon channelling Vincent van Gogh 
by painting beautiful sunflowers 
 

 
 
 

Celebratin g  



Celebrating National School Sports Week       
 

This week we will be taking part in a Virtual School Sports Week. 
 

The theme this year is to make sure everyone SMILES 
 

Safe- Everyone feels physically and emotionally safe to take part 
Maximum participation- Everyone is fully involved all of the time 
Inclusive- Everyone can take part; activities are designed to suit and develop their abilities 
Learning- Everyone can develop personal, social, creative, thinking and/or physical skills 
Enjoyment- Activities recognise everyone’s personal needs and interests 
Success- Everyone feels they are making progress 
 
Here's how to take part: 
 

1.  Load up your personal challenge card and write your name.  As it's a Google Document, it'll automatically save as 
you type into it. 
2.  Open the 'Activities PDF'.  Look at the activity planned for each day.  For example Monday is Athletics: Speed 
bounce.  Find this activity on the PDF and read what to do.   
3.  Complete the activity three times and aim to get better each time. 
4.  Record your scores on your 'Personal Challenge Card'.  Once complete, turn your personal challenge card in. 
 

Complete the activities for the rest of the week.  Best of luck and have fun!  Please share videos or photos of you 
completing your challenges to your appropriate year group email address (see above if you’re not sure of 
it) 
 

End of term arrangements….  
 

End of Year Reports - Currently we are working on plans for the end of the school 

year, ensuring that parents receive their child’s end of year report. Arrangements can 

be made if parents do wish to discuss with the teacher, but obviously the Parents 

Meeting for the end of the year will not be taking place.  

 

New Classes – We are currently working out our new classes for next year. An email will 

be sent out letting you know who your child’s class teacher is 

 

Transition arrangements – Year 6 are currently engaging in transition meetings 

with their secondary schools and Nursery and Reception will have separate 

arrangements, which will be shared with parents shortly 

 

Reception Admission Forms – Can parents complete the forms that have been  

e-mailed to you and return in the same way as soon as possible. Thank you to 

those who have already returned them.  Please don’t forget the green Free 

School Meals form too.  

 
Although we have children back in school now, we very much miss all of our children in our South 

Grove Community.  We are at the start of a steady journey, where we are finally welcoming children 

back to South Grove. It is great to hear children enjoying their learning, having fun and laughing, so 

keep in touch with those at home and let’s continue to see the fun you are also having virtually! 

 
 

With my very best wishes from,  

 

 

Julie Maltwood and all the staff at South Grove 

 
 

Article 31: You have the 

right to play and relax by 
doing things like sports, 

music and drama. 



 

              Tahar in RMA has been practising the phonics sounds at home  

                   and writing some great sentences, and remembering how to write  

                   the red words too! 

  

      Armaan in RMA has been thinking about  

   his feelings with his mum and has explored what  

   things influence his emotions. 

 

 

                                                         

     

               Jason in 5H has been 

               doing A LOT of writing! 

 

   Nhyria in 3SH has written a lovely reflection of her music learning  

In music this week, I learnt about a chinese version of a musical extract of a bird song. I was introduced to new musical 
instruments in the composition of the song which were Yangqin( chinese dulcimer) and Dizi ( chinese bamboo flute). 
I learnt about the creation of beat patterns at different pitches from several musical instruments such as drum, cymbal, 
maraca and triangle. 
 

I learnt about Tempo- Musicians talk about the tempo of a piece and that is the musical term for how fast or slow the 
music goes. It was clearly demonstrated in a video using hare and tortoise. 
 

The hare and tortoise run the same race, but at different speeds or tempos. While the hare runs at a faster pace the 
tortoise runs at a slower speed. Each animal runs at their own speed or tempo. The use of Race here refers to a musical 
piece and hare and tortoise relate to the high or slow tempo of the musical piece. 
 

I learnt about rhythm grid notation with the focus on creating complex time signatures at different tempos. 
 

I learnt about the story of song writer Gwyneth Herbert who once visited Kenya collecting rhymes, folks and songs. She 
fell in love with a swahili nursery rhyme song called ‘’Baiskeli’’ which simply meant bicycle and made her own 
arrangement with the song. 
 

Last, but not the least, I learnt how to sing the song about Lesley the dragon whose life was filled with happiness and 
friends. She was welcoming, kind and accepting everybody and changing hearts and minds. My learning task was to 
learn the beautiful chorus which goes like this: 
 
Dragon,flying through the air. 

Dragon,searching anywhere. 

Dragon, sparkling in the sun. 

Dragon,searching for someone. 


