
 
 

South Grove Primary School

Visible Learning 

‘How we accelerate your child’s progress through Visible Learning’ 

What is Visible Learning? 

At South Grove Primary, we are always looking to enhance the learning experiences our children get 

day to day.  

We are drawing upon the work of Professor John Hattie, who produced the largest ever evidence 

based research into what actually works best in schools to improve learning. 

Visible Learning involves teachers seeing learning through the eyes of the pupils seeing teaching as 

the key to their ongoing learning. 

 

High Expectations 

One of the biggest influences of pupils’ achievement is their expectations of themselves, so we have 

adopted a high ceiling approach to learning. Children are given progressive success criteria that they 

can work though at their own pace enabling them to be able to reach their potential. 

We encourage our children to develop a ‘growth mindset’; to understand that effort and hard work 

determines what they can achieve, so that they persevere with challenges and see mistakes as 

opportunities.  

A Shared Language and Understanding of Learning 

There is evidence that traits such as resilience, persistence and the children’s expectations of 

themselves actively contribute to improved academic attainment. We call this Academic Resilience 

and we discuss these skills with the children from an early age to encourage them to understand 

how to be a good learner and how they can develop as a learner.  We even have a parent workshop 

every Friday that discusses Academic Resilience and how to best support children with their exams.  

You may have heard your children talking about how they’ve been into ‘The Pit’ at school.  At South 

Grove we are using the metaphor of ‘The Learning Pit’ to help children visualize their learning 

journey and look forward to new challenges. Looking at the Learning Pit helps pupils understand that 

learning can be hard, but we can get better at it by using strategies which can help us. The Visual Aid 

of the Learning Pit was presented to the parents during the Parent Meetings in the autumn term. 

We also discussed Solo Strategies and that South Grove uses to support extending learning. The 

slides are all available to look at again on the website.  

Assessment Capable Learners  

At South Grove Primary, learning objectives and success criteria are shared and discussed with 

children so that they know what they have to do to achieve success, how to do it and what they 

need to do to progress further. This allows children to begin to take charge of their own learning 

journey.  We encourage children to seek and act upon feedback in order to improve and also 

develop an ability to self-regulate their learning, essential skills for life in the 21st century. The 

Academic Resilience project also focusses on promoting these essential skills of what makes a good 

learner.  

 


