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ASTHMA POLICY FOR SOUTH GROVE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
This school 
 
-   welcomes all pupils with asthma 
 
- will encourage and help children with asthma to participate fully in all aspects 

of school life. 
 
- recognises that immediate access to inhalers is needed if required. 
 
- will do all it can to make sure that the school environment is favourable to 

children with asthma. 
 
- will ensure that other children understand asthma so that they can support their 

friends in school with asthma. 
 
- has a clear understanding of what to do in the event of a child having an 

asthma attack. 
 
- will work in partnership with parents, school governors, health professionals, 

school staff and children to ensure the successful implementation of the school 
asthma policy. 

 
Agreeing the policy 
 
The policy has been fully discussed with staff, governors, parents and the school 
nursing service. 
 
Operating the policy 
 
All staff, governors and parents of children with asthma must be given a copy of the 
policy. 
 
There will be a training session for all staff, teaching and non-teaching so that they 
feel confident about implementing the policy.  Training needs will be reviewed. 
 
New staff need to be inducted into the policy. 
 
Guidance on what to do in the event of an asthma attack must be given to all staff. 
 
Making our school asthma friendly 
 
Things that trigger asthma attacks, sometimes found in schools include cigarette 
smoke, animals, chemicals and strong smells.  Avoiding these in the school 
environment can go some way to lessening the incidence of asthma attacks. 
 
     The school has: 
 
- a no smoking policy on school premises 
 
- ensured that as far as possible any school pets are housed away from the 

classroom. 



 
- ensured that fumes will not be released into the atmosphere from experiments, 

building or cleaning work. 
 
- keep records of children with asthma and the medication they take 
 
- staff will supervise children whilst they take their own medication when they 

need to 
 
 
Medication and Inhalers 
 
Information 
 
There are two types of treatments, both of which come as an inhaler. 
 
Relievers - These medicines, sometimes called bronchodilators, quickly open up the 
narrowed airways and help the child's breathing difficulties.  Generally speaking, 
relievers come in blue containers. 
 
Preventers - These medicines are taken daily to make the airways less sensitive to the 
triggers.  Generally speaking, preventers come in brown, red, purple and are not 
required in school. 
 
Reliever inhalers are crucial for the successful management of asthma.  Delay in 
taking reliever treatment, even for a few minutes, can lead to a severe attack.  
 
Many children use a plastic spacer to help them take their inhaler more effectively.   
 
If a child who does not have asthma 'experiments' with another child's asthma 
medication this will not be harmful.  Relievers act simply to dilate or open up the 
airways and will not have an adverse effect on a child who does not have asthma. 
 
The school requires that any pupil who has asthma has a prescribed pump and 
spacer kept in school at all times.  This is labelled with the child’s name and class.  
They are regularly checked for expiry dates by a member of staff.  Parents are to 
ensure that all pumps are in date. 
 
The school also has a generic pump which will only be used in an emergency 
situation e.g. where a child’s pump has finished, expired or not in school at the time. 
 
Please find the guidance on the use of Emergency Salbutamol inhalers in schools’ 
March 2015. 

Emergency Inhalers 
at school March 2015.pdf

 
 
Record Keeping 
At the beginning of each school year, or when a child joins the school, parents are 
asked if their child has asthma.  All parents of children with asthma are asked to 
complete and return the Asthma Form to the school and to supply their child’s 
medication.  Please refer to our Privacy Notice at the end of the policy and can also 
be found on the school website: 
http://www.southgrove.waltham.sch.uk/sitedocuments/Data_Protection_Cover_Blurb
_for_the_website_-_June_2019.pdf  

http://www.southgrove.waltham.sch.uk/sitedocuments/Data_Protection_Cover_Blurb_for_the_website_-_June_2019.pdf
http://www.southgrove.waltham.sch.uk/sitedocuments/Data_Protection_Cover_Blurb_for_the_website_-_June_2019.pdf


 
Please also refer to the Records Management and Staff Retention Schedule on the 
website: 
http://www.southgrove.waltham.sch.uk/sitedocuments/RECORDS_MANAGEMENT_AN
D_STAFF_RETENTION_SCHEDULE_-_MAY_2018.pdf  
 
How to involve children who have asthma in sport and exercise 
 
Children with asthma can suffer because many people think that their asthma 
prohibits them from joining in.  The aim of full participation should be the goal for all 
but the most severely affected pupil with asthma.  However, most young people with 
asthma can become wheezy during exercise.  Taking a dose of 2 puffs of reliever can 
sometimes help prevent exercise-induced asthma.           
 
           We will make sure that everyone involved in physical education is aware  
-          of the needs of children with asthma. 
 
 
- Some children may bring their inhalers to the hall, the sports field or the 

swimming baths. All children must bring an inhaler on school trips, failure to do 
so may result in a child being unable to go on the trip. 

 
- We will ensure that children who say they are too wheezy to continue take their 

reliever inhaler and rest until they feel better or take further action to ensure the 
episode settles down. 

 
 
How to find out more about asthma 
 
The major charity funding research into the causes and treatment of asthma in the 
United Kingdom is the National Asthma Campaign. It has a help line number for 
parents to ring. 
 
Ring the Asthma UK Helpline, staffed by nurses, if you have any worries or want to 
know more about Asthma.  Telephone 0300 222 5800. 
 
Further information can be found at the websites below: 
Website:  www.asthma.org.uk   
Website: www.asthma.org.uk/adviceline  
 
This policy has been written with advice from the Department for Education and Employment, 

National Asthma Campaign, the local education authority, the school health service, parents, the 

governing body and pupils. 

http://www.southgrove.waltham.sch.uk/sitedocuments/RECORDS_MANAGEMENT_AND_STAFF_RETENTION_SCHEDULE_-_MAY_2018.pdf
http://www.southgrove.waltham.sch.uk/sitedocuments/RECORDS_MANAGEMENT_AND_STAFF_RETENTION_SCHEDULE_-_MAY_2018.pdf
http://www.asthma.org.uk/
http://www.asthma.org.uk/adviceline


 

 

SOUTH GROVE PRIMARY SCHOOL  

1. Privacy notice for parents/carers   

Under data protection law, individuals have a right to be informed about how the school uses any personal 

data that we hold about them. We comply with this right by providing ‘privacy notices’ (sometimes called ‘fair 

processing notices’) to individuals where we are processing their personal data. 

This privacy notice explains how we collect, store and use personal data about pupils. 

We, South Grove Primary School, are the ‘data controller’ for the purposes of data protection law. 

Our data protection officer is: 

 Rosette Doxon for South Grove Primary, school@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk    

with support from the Local Authority Education Data Protection Officer: 

 

 Maryline Alvis edposervice@walthamforest.gov.uk                                   

(see ‘Contact us’ below).   

 

The personal data we hold 

Personal data that we may collect, use, store and share (when appropriate) about pupils includes, but is not 

restricted to:  

 Personal information, such as name, unique pupil number and address 

 Personal information about a pupil’s parents and/or other relatives, such as name, contact details, 

relationship to child 

 Contact details, contact preferences, date of birth, identification documents 

 Results of internal assessments and externally set tests 

 Pupil and curricular records 

 Characteristics, such as ethnic background, language, nationality, country of birth, eligibility for free 

school meals, or special educational needs 

 Exclusion/Behavioural information 

 Details of any relevant medical conditions, including physical and mental health 

 Attendance information, such as sessions attended, number of absences and absence reasons  

 Safeguarding information 

 Details of any support received, including care packages, plans and support providers 

 Photographs 

 CCTV images captured in school 

We may also hold data about pupils that we have received from other organisations, including other schools, 

local authorities and the Department for Education. 

 

mailto:school@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:edposervice@walthamforest.gov.uk


Why we collect and use this data information  

We use this data to: 

 Support pupil learning 

 Monitor and report on pupil progress 

 Provide appropriate pastoral care 

 Protect pupil welfare 

 Assess the quality of our services 

 Administer admissions waiting lists 

 Carry out research 

 Comply with the law regarding data sharing 

 To share data for statutory inspections safeguarding and audit purposes 

 

Our legal basis (or the lawful basis) for using this data 

We collect and use pupil information under 

 The Education Act (various years) 

 The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 

 The School Standard and Framework Act 1998 

 The Schools Admissions Regulations 2012 

 Children and Families Act 2014 

 The Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014 

 Article 6, and Article 9 (GDPR) – from 25th May 2018 (includes special category data) 

The DfE process census data under the various Education Acts – further information can be found on their 

website:  https://www.gov.uk/education/data-collection-and-censuses-for-schools      

We only collect and use pupils’ personal data when the law allows us to. Most commonly, we process it where: 

 We need to comply with a legal obligation 

 We need it to perform an official task in the public interest 

Less commonly, we may also process pupils’ personal data in situations where: 

 We have obtained consent to use it in a certain way 

 We need to protect the individual’s vital interests (or someone else’s interests) 

Where we have obtained consent to use pupils’ personal data, this consent can be withdrawn at any time. We 

will make this clear when we ask for consent, and explain how consent can be withdrawn. 

Some of the reasons listed above for collecting and using pupils’ personal data overlap, and there may be 

several grounds which justify our use of this data. 

 

Collecting this information 

While the majority of information we collect about pupils is mandatory, there is some information that can be 

provided voluntarily. 

In order to comply with the General Data Protection Regulation, whenever we seek to collect information from 

you or your child, we make it clear whether providing it is mandatory or optional. If it is mandatory, we will 

explain the possible consequences of not complying. 

https://www.gov.uk/education/data-collection-and-censuses-for-schools


 

How we store this data  

We keep personal information about pupils while they are attending our school. We may also keep it beyond 

their attendance at our school if this is necessary in order to comply with our legal obligations. Our Records 

Management and Retention Schedule Policy sets out how long we keep information about pupils. 

To  request a copy of  Our Records Management and Retention Schedule Policy please contact the school’s 

Data Protection Officer, Rosette Doxon. 

This policy has been written with reference to  the Information and Records Management Society’s toolkit for 

schools  

 

Data sharing: Who we share pupil information with  

We do not share information about pupils with any third party without consent unless the law and our policies 

allow us to do so. 

Where it is legally required, or necessary (and it complies with data protection law) we may share personal 

information about pupils with: 

 Our local authority – to meet our legal obligations to share certain information with it, such as 

safeguarding concerns and exclusions (Waltham Forest Council) https:walthamforest.gov.uk/ 

 The Department for Education 

 The pupil’s family and representatives 

 Educators and examining bodies 

 Our regulator e.g. Ofsted 

 Suppliers and service providers – to enable them to provide the service we have contracted them for 

 Health Authorities  

 Financial organisations 

 Central and local government 

 Our auditors 

 Survey and research organisations 

 Health authorities such as the school nurse, Educational Psychologist, NHS  

 Security organisations 

 Health and social welfare organisations 

 Professional advisers and consultants 

 Charities and voluntary organisations 

 Police forces, courts, tribunals 

 Professional bodies 

 

Why we share pupil information (additional section in DfE example) 

We do not share information about our pupils with anyone without consent unless the law and our policies allow 

us to do so. 

We share pupils’ data with the Department of Education (DfE) on a statutory basis. This data sharing underpins 

http://irms.org.uk/?page=schoolstoolkit&terms=%22toolkit+and+schools%22
http://irms.org.uk/?page=schoolstoolkit&terms=%22toolkit+and+schools%22


school funding and educational attainment policy and monitoring.  

We are required to share information about our pupils with our local authority (LA) and the Department for 

Education (DfE) under Section 3 of The Education (Information About Individual Pupils) (England) Regulations 

2013.  

 
Data Collection requirements:  

To find out more about the data collection requirements placed on us by the Department for Education (for 

example; via the school census) go to https://www.gov.uk/education/data-collection-and-censues-for-schools. 

 

National Pupil Database (NPD) 

The NPD is owned and managed by the Department for Education and contains information about pupils in 

schools in England. It provides invaluable evidence on educational performance to inform independent 

research as well as studies commissioned by the Department.  

The database is held electronically so it can easily be turned into statistics. The information is securely collected 

from a range of sources including schools, local authorities and exam boards.  

We are required by law, to provide information about pupils to the Department for Education as part of 

statutory data collections such as the school census and early years’ census.  

Some of this information is then stored in the National Pupil Database (NPD), which is owned and managed by 

the Department and provides evidence on school performance to inform research. 

The law that allows this is the Education (Information About Individual Pupils) (England) Regulations 2013. 

To find out more about the NPD, go to: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-pupil-database-user-guide-and-supporting-information. 

The Department for Education may share information from the NPD with other organisations which promote 

children’s education or wellbeing in England by:  

 Conducting research or analysis 

 Producing statistics 

 Providing information, advice or guidance 

The Department has robust processes in place to ensure the confidentiality of our data is maintained and there 

are stringent controls in place regarding access and use of the data. Decisions on whether DfE releases data to 

third parties are subject to a strict approval process and based on a detailed assessment of:  

 Who is requesting the data 

 The purpose for which it is required 

 The level and sensitivity of data requested: and 

 The arrangements in place to store and handle the data  

To be granted access to pupil information, such organisations must comply with strict terms and conditions 

covering the confidentiality and handling of the data, security arrangements and retention and use of the 

data.  

For more information, about the Department’s data sharing process, please visit:  

https://www.gov.uk/data-protection-how-we-collect-and-share-research-data  

For information about which organisations the department has provided pupil information, (and for which 

project), please visit the following website: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-pupil-database-requests-recieved 

You can also contact the Department for Education with any further questions about the NPD: 

https://www.gov.uk/contact-dfe 

 

https://www.gov.uk/education/data-collection-and-censues-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-pupil-database-user-guide-and-supporting-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-pupil-database-user-guide-and-supporting-information
https://www.gov.uk/data-protection-how-we-collect-and-share-research-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-pupil-database-requests-recieved
https://www.gov.uk/contact-dfe
https://www.gov.uk/contact-dfe


Transferring data internationally 

Where we transfer personal data to a country or territory outside the European Economic Area, we will do so in 

accordance with data protection law. 

 

Parents and pupils’ rights regarding personal data 

Under data protection legislation, parents and pupils have the right to make a ‘subject access request’ to gain 

access to personal information that the school holds about them. 

Parents/carers can make a request with respect to their child’s data where the child is not considered mature 

enough to understand their rights over their own data (usually under the age of 12), or where the child has 

provided consent. 

Parents also have the right to make a subject access request with respect to any personal data the school holds 

about them. 

If you make a subject access request, and if we do hold information about you or your child, we will: 

 Give you a description of it 

 Tell you why we are holding and processing it, and how long we will keep it for 

 Explain where we got it from, if not from you or your child 

 Tell you who it has been, or will be, shared with 

 Let you know whether any automated decision-making is being applied to the data, and any 

consequences of this 

 Give you a copy of the information in an intelligible form 

Individuals also have the right for their personal information to be transmitted electronically to another 

organisation in certain circumstances. 

If you would like to make a subject access request, please contact our Data Protection Officer – Rosette Doxon 

by emailing: 

school@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk  

Parents/carers also have a legal right to access their child’s educational record. To request access, please 

contact our Data Protection Officer, Rosette Doxon.  

 

Other rights 

Under data protection law, individuals have certain rights regarding how their personal data is used and kept 

safe, including the right to: 

 Object to the use of processing personal data if it would cause, or is causing, damage or distress 

 Prevent it being used to send direct marketing 

 Object to decisions being taken by automated means (by a computer or machine, rather than by a 

person) 

 In certain circumstances, have inaccurate personal data corrected, deleted or destroyed, or restrict 

processing 

 Claim compensation for damages caused by a breach of the data protection regulations  

To exercise any of these rights, please contact our Data Protection Officer. If you have a concern about the 

way we are collecting or using your personal data, we request that you raise your concern with us in the first 

instance. Alternatively, you can contact the Information Commissioner’s Office at https://ico.org.uk/concerns/ 

mailto:school@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk
https://ico.org.uk/concerns/


Complaints 

We take any complaints about our collection and use of personal information very seriously. 

If you think that our collection or use of personal information is unfair, misleading or inappropriate, or have any 

other concern about our data processing, please raise this with us in the first instance. 

To make a complaint, please contact our Data Protection Officer, Rosette Doxon. 

Alternatively, you can make a complaint to the Information Commissioner’s Office: 

 Report a concern online at https://ico.org.uk/concerns/ 

 Call 0303 123 1113 

 Or write to: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF 

 

Contact us 

If you have any questions, concerns or would like more information about anything mentioned in this 
privacy notice, please contact our Data Protection Officer: 

 Rosette Doxon – school@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk 

Alternatively Contact the Education Data Protection Officer at the LA:  

 Maryline Alvis edposervice@walthamforest.gov.uk 

              

 

 

 
 
Ms J Maltwood 
Headteacher 
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